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BOROUGH  OF  RE1GATE. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

f 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  the  year  1947. 


To  the  Chairmen  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  and  Maternity 

and  Child  Welfare  Committees. 

IyADiES  and  GenTeEmEn, 

I  beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health  and  sanitary 
circumstances  of  the  Borough  of  Reigate  in  the  year  1947. 

The  Report  is  drawn  up  on  the  lines  indicated  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health  and,  at  the  Minister's  request,  special  reference  is  made 
to  certain  subjects  of  current  interest  with  which  the  local  health 
services  are  directly  concerned.  In  other  respects,  the  Report 
now  submitted  is  less  comprehensive  than  earlier  issues  in  the  same 
series,  and  is  in  general  confined  to  a  brief  record  of  the  wurk 
performed  by  the  public  health  services  of  the  Borough,  and  of 
important  alterations,  improvements  and  developments  of  these 
services,  in  the  year  under  review. 

On  the  whole,  the  vital  statistics  for  the  year  compare  very 
favourably  with  any  previously  recorded  in  the  Borough  and 
with  those  for  towns  comparable  in  size  with  Reigate.  The 
occurrence  of  sporadic  cases  of  poliomyelitis  in  the  late  autumn, 
when  the  disease  was  unusually  prevalent  in  many  other  parts 
of  the  country,  was  the  chief  epidemiological  feature  of  importance. 
No  less  noteworthy,  perhaps,  were  the  exceptionally  low  incidence 
and  mortality  rates  for  other  infective  conditions,  more  especially 
diphtheria  and  non -respiratory  forms  of  tuberculosis.  The  death 
rate  for  all  causes,  though  somewhat  higher  than  in  1946,  was 
appreciably  below  the  average  for  recent  years. 

Attention  is  drawn  to  the  increase  in  the  birth  rate,  the  highest 
since  1920,  in  association  with  marked  reduction  in  maternal 
mortality  and  in  the  proportion  of  still-born  babies.  Even  more 
marked  was  the  reduction  in  mortality  amongst  infants  under  the 
age  of  one  year,  which  fell  to  the  exceptionally  low  figure  of  20 


per  thousand  live  births  :  this  is  by  far  the  lowest  infant  mortality 
rate  ever  recorded  in  the  Borough,  and  is  roughly  one-third  of 
that  observed  in  1916,  when  the  local  maternity  and  child  welfare 
service  was  inaugurated.  Although  the  remarkable  and  steady 
decline  in  preventable  illness  and  mortality  amongst  mothers  and 
young  children  since  that  time  may  not  be  wholly  due  to  the 
activities  of  the  welfare  services  of  the  Borough  Council,  it  will 
not  be  disputed  that  these  have  contributed,  in  no  small  measure, 
to  the  gratifying  results  achieved.  A  review  of  the  operation  of 
the  services  during  the  past  thirty- two  years  does  not  lead  to 
the  conclusion  that  they  have  been  seriously  lacking  in  any 
important  respect,  and  it  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  they  now 
cease  to  be  under  the  direct  control  of  the  Borough  Council. 

There  are  many  factors  closely  related  to  health  and  general 
well-being  which  cannot  readily  be  measured  statistically  and  are 
not  reflected  in  returns  of  notifiable  illness  and  mortality.  This 
applies  with  some  force  to  the  physical  and  mental  stress  which  is, 
in  many  cases,  almost  inseparable  from  inadequate  or  otherwise 
unsatisfactory  housing  accommodation.  The  influence  and  import¬ 
ance  of  these  factors  are  to  some  extent  revealed  by  the  number 
and  nature  of  medical  certificates  furnished  in  support  of  applications 
for  re-housing.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say  that  the  most 
urgent  public  health  problem  in  the  Borough,  as  in  most  other 
areas,  is  the  provision  of  suitable  and  sufficient  housing  accommo¬ 
dation  for  everyone  in  need  of  ;t.  In  this  matter  the  Public  Health 
Department  has  rendered  all  possible  assistance  to  the  Housing 
Committee  and  the  Housing  Officer  by  investigating  and  reporting 
upon  the  environment  and,  where  appropriate,  the  medical  circum¬ 
stances  of  applicants,  and  by  securing  a  reasonable  standard  of 
fitness  of  premises  already  occupied. 

I  have  again  to  record  my  sincere  appreciation  of  the  efficient 
and  conscientious  service  rendered  by  my  staff,  the  assistance  and 
close  co-operation  of  officials  engaged  in  other  departments  of  the 
Corporation  and  the  support  and  consideration  extended  to  me 
throughout  the  year  by  the  Chairmen  and  Members  of  Committees. 

I  am,  Cadies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

T.  H.  BINGHAM, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

*  REigate. 

17th  July,  1948. 


SECTION  I. 


t 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


Area  (hand  and  Inland  Water) 

10,255  acres 

Population,  Census  1931  (enlarged  Borough) 

34,547 

Registrar-General's  estimate  of  resident  civilian  popu¬ 
lation,  mid-year,  1947 

40,480 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  end  of  1947  according 

to  Rate  Books 

10,875 

Rateable  Value  (1947) 

£426,682 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate .  . 

£1,700 

Chief  Occupations  of  the  Inhabitants. 

The  most  recent  official  information  concerning  the  numbers 
of  males  and  females  engaged  in  certain  occupations  is  contained 
in  the  Industry  Tables  compiled  from  the  returns  of  the  1931 
Census. 

Extracts  from  the  Industry  Tables  have  been  included  in  recent 
reports  and  are  not  now  reproduced,  as  the  changes  since  the  Census 
was  taken,  and  more  especially  since  the  outbreak  of  war,  render 
them  of  little  value  as  a  statement  of  the  occupations  followed 
by  the  inhabitants  of  the  district. 
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TABIyH  I. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Live  Births  : — 

Legitimate  . .  Males  369 

Females  375 

Total 

744 

Illegitimate  . .  Males  30 

Females  21 

Total 

51 

Birth  Rate 

•  •  •  • 

•  • 

19.6 

Do.  1946 

•  •  •  • 

•  • 

18.9 

Do.  for  the  five  years  1942  to  1946 

•  • 

17.1 

Still  Births 

Males  . .  7 

Females  8 

Total 

15 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births 

•  •  •  • 

•  • 

18.5 

Do.  do.  1946 

•  •  •  • 

•  • 

23.3 

Deaths  (nett)  : — 

Males  . .  244 

Females  290 

Total 

534 

Do.  1946  : — 

Males  . .  253 

Females  240 

Total 

493 

Death  Rate 

•  •  •  • 

•  • 

13.1 

Do.  1946 

•  •  •  • 

•  • 

12.4 

Do.  for  the  five  years  1942  to  1946 

•  • 

13.1 

Percentage  of  total  deaths  occurring  in  Public  Institutions 

36.8 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  : — 

Rate  per  1,000 

total 

Deaths  (live  and  still )  births 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

.  .  0 

0.00 

Other  Puerperal  Causes 

1 

1.23 

Total 

1 

1.23 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

•  •  •  • 

..  20.12 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  . .  18.80 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  . .  39.21 

Deaths  from  : —  . 

Cancer  (all  ages)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  90 

Measles  (all  ages) .  .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  0 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  . .  . .  . .  0 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  .  .  . .  . .  0 


8 


2> 

05 


<D 

& 

W) 


S3 

& 

a 

cS 

■B 

£ 


o 

c  • 
U  O  D  f 
-*->  -  >  — 
C3  rH  .,-< 

X  u  PI  b 
V  PQ 
a 


5? 

O 

M 

<1 

a 

P 

& 

o 

Pm 

£ 

<5 

M 

i-r 

M 

> 

M 

a 

o 

o 

o 


& 

w 

◄ 

■ 

w 

H 

•< 

W 

Q 

PT 

P 

£ 

£ 

<1 


JB9/C  3  U0 

japun  sq}B9p  [ipojL 

“  -  ■  ■  . .  1 

r— i  t>  co  i>  O 

Tin  co  co  Oi 

•  (sjb9^  om;  J9pnn) 
SpiJ3^U^  pnB  B3oqj 
-JBIQ  HIOJJ  SI^B9(P 

00  O  I>  00  © 

l6  00  CO*  Tji  © 

S9[SB9J\[ 

0.01 

0.02 

0.02 

0.01 

0.00 

xod-jpaug 

000 

00*0 

000 

00*0 

OO'O 

Bzugnguj 

0-09 

0-09 

00.8 

00.8 

0.12 

Bi.i9ipqdiQ 

o.oi 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

qgnoQ  Suidooq^vV 

0.02 

0.03 

0.02 

0.02 

0.00 

J5A9J  }9JJU9§ 

00*0 

000 

00*0 

00*0 

00*0 

SJ9A9 J  piO^dd} 

-bjbj  puB  pioqddx 

00*0 

000 

00*0 

00*0 

00*0 

S9S11B0  nv 

12.0 

13.0 

11.9 

12.8 

*13.1 

sq^tg-ims 

0.50 

0.62 

0.54 

0.49 

0.37 

sqpqa  9Aiq 

lO  CO  (M  N  ffl 

©  co  ol  oq  05 

oq  cq  oi  oq  ,h 

O  £ 

o  .2 

DOP 

ti  J9 
as rH  >— < 

*»§ 

°*iS 


1/3 

OJ 

*CS 

P> 

►> 

T3 

C 


cS 

'to/3 

C 

W 


a  : 

3 

co 

V 

»— i 

O 

o 

a, 

rH 

• 

-+-» 

and 

n  . 

c 

<L> 

T3 

fS 

o 

o 

C/3  'O 

<U 

o 

rC  C 

& 

o 

to/)  O 

© 

c D 

lO 

8  to/) 

H 

1 

o  c 

£ 

o 

PQ  x: 

o 

H 

o 

o 

3 

id 

^  '2 
-+->  c 

£> 

CM 

5  £ 

_  a 

£ 

GO 

c 

do 

.2 

-4-» 

126 

T< 

00 

o3 

rH 

c n 
C 
V 


a> 

«s 

be 

•H 

a> 

X 


9 


♦Not  Corrected. 


Population. 

The  civilian  population  resident  in  the  Borough  at  mid-year 
1947,  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar-General,  was  40,480.  This 
represents  an  increase  of  790  on  the  corresponding  figure  for  1946 
and  approximates  to  that  supplied  by  the  local  Registration  Officer. 
The  various  rates  for  the  year,  which  are  calculated  on  the  Registrar- 
General’s  estimate,  may  therefore  be  accepted  as  an  accurate 
representation  of  the  morbidity  and  mortality  actually  experienced 
in  the  area. 

Population  increment  is  attributable  partly  to  natural  increase, 
or  excess  of  live  births  over  deaths,  and  partly  to  migration.  The 
natural  increase  in  the  year  was  261,  as  compared  with  259  in 
1946,  72  in  1945,  129  in  1944  and  130  in  1943. 

Births. 

Seven  hundred  and  ninety-five  live  infants  were  born  to  women 
normally  resident  in  the  Borough.  The  birth  rate  for  the  year 
was,  therefore,  19.6  per  thousand  of  the  estimated  civilian  popu¬ 
lation,  as  compared  with  18.9  in  1946,  15.5  in  1945,  17.9  in  1944, 
16.5  in  1943  and  an  average  rate  of  12.9  for  the  ten  years  1933  to 
1942. 

The  sharp  increase  in  the  birth  rate  was  accompanied  by  an 
almost  equally  sharp  decline  in  mortality  amongst  new-born  infants 
and  in  the  proportion  registered  as  still-born. 

Illegitimate  births,  of  which  there  were  51,  formed  6.4  per 
cent,  of  the  total,  as  compared  with  9.9  per  cent  in  1946,  13.5  per 
cent,  in  1945,  9.1  per  cent,  in  1944  and  11.6  per  cent,  in  1943. 

Deaths. 

The  deaths  assigned  to  the  area  include  those  of  Borough 
residents  who  died  elsewhere,  but  exclude  those  of  temporary 
residents,  which  are  transferred  to  other  districts,  and  of  non¬ 
civilians.  The  total  number  of  deaths  so  assigned  was  534,  of 
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which  244  were  of  males  and  290  of  females.  The  numbers  of 
deaths  of  each  sex  in  the  various  age  groups  were  as  follows  : — 


Age  group. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

0-5  years  . . 

13 

•  •  5  •  • 

18 

5-10 

yy 

— 

. .  — 

— 

10-15 

yy  •  • 

1 

. .  — 

1 

15-20 

yy  •  • 

2 

— 

2 

20-30 

yy 

1 

3 

4 

30-40 

yy  •  • 

11 

8 

19 

40-50 

yy  •  • 

13 

7 

20 

50-60 

yy  •  • 

25 

23 

48 

60-70 

yy  •  • 

46 

53 

99 

70-80 

yy 

78 

94 

172 

80-90 

yy  •  • 

51 

82 

133 

90  and  upwards 

3 

15 

18 

244 

290 

534 

The  “  crude  ’  or  unadjusted  death-rate  for  the  year  was  13.1 
per  thousand  of  the  estimated  resident  population,  as  compared 
with  12.4  in  1946,  13.5  in  1945,  14.4  in  1944  and  an  average  annual 
rate  of  12.3  for  the  preceding  ten  years. 

The  “  crude  ”  rate  is  not  a  valid  measure  for  comparison 
with  the  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  or  for  any  local  area, 
until  corrected  or  “  adjusted  ”  to  make  allowance  for  the  adverse 
influence  of  unfavourable  age  and  sex  distribution  on  the  mortality 
experienced  in  the  area.  The  “  adjusted  ”  death-rate  for  the 
Borough  would  be  approximately  10.5,  which  compares  favourably 
with  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  and  with  the  similarly  adjusted 
rate  for  towns  with  a  resident  population  of  25,000  to  50,000. 
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The  number  of  deaths  assigned  to  various  causes  are  set  out 
in  Table  III.  The  chief  cause  of  death  was  disease  of  the  heart 
and  circulatory  system,  including  affections  of  the  arteries  of  the 
brain,  in  most  instances  occurring  as  a  terminal  or  degenerative 
condition  in  association  with  senility.  To  this  cause  were  attributed 
229  deaths,  or  roughly  43  per  cent,  of  the  total  from  all  causes  ; 
this  does  not  represent  an  unusually  high  rate  of  mortality  in  a 
population  with  an  age  group  constitution  such  as  that  of  Reigate. 

Deaths  from  cancer  and  malignant  disease  formed  the  second 
largest  group  and  accounted  for  16  per  cent,  of  the  total.  The 

mortality  rate  for  this  group  was  2.22  per  thousand,  as  compared 

with  2.06  in  1946  and  the  average  rate  of  1.92  for  the  ten  years 

1936  to  1945.  The  increase  in  recent  years  is  mainly  confined  to 

females  of  advanced  age. 

Bronchitis,  pneumonia  and  non-tuberculous  affections  of  the 
respiratory  organs  made  slightly  more  than  their  usual  contribution 
to  the  death  rate,  while  deaths  from  violence  and  diseases  of  the 
kidneys  were  also  somewhat  above  the  average. 

One  noteworthy  feature  is  the  exceptionally  low  mortality 
attributed  to  acute  infectious  disease,  other  than  poliomyelitis. 
For  several  consecutive  years  enteric  fever,  diphtheria  and  scarlet 
fever  have,  fortunately,  ceased  to  figure  in  the  returns  of  deaths 
and,  to  some  extent,  the  same  may  be  said  of  the  commoner  acute 
infections,  such  as  measles  and  whooping  cough.  The  low  mortality 
from  prematurity  and  from  acute  gastro-enteritis  amongst  young 
infants  is  also  noteworthy. 

The  numbers  of  deaths  from  other  specified  causes  correspond 
roughly  with  those  previously  recorded  and  do  not  indicate 
unusual  or  excessive  mortality  from  any  particular  cause  or  sig¬ 
nificant  association  with  any  special  conditions  of  environment  or 
occupation. 
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TABLE  III 


Causes  of  Death  in  the  Borough  of  Reigate  during  1947. 


1 

Typlioid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

M. 

F. 

Totai,. 

2 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  .  . 

•  • 

1 

1 

3 

Scarlet  fever 

•  • 

•  • 

.  # 

4 

Whooping  cough 

•  • 

•  « 

•  • 

5 

Diphtheria  .  . 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

6 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

7 

6 

13 

7 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

.  . 

•  • 

•  • 

8 

Syphilitic  diseases 

•  • 

1 

1 

9 

Influenza 

2 

3 

5 

10 

Measles 

.  . 

•  . 

,  , 

11 

Acute  polio-myelitis  and  polio-encephalitis 

2 

1 

3 

12 

Acute  infective  encephalitis 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

13 

Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and  oesophagus .  . 

3 

.  . 

3 

13a 

Cancer  of  uterus 

•  • 

8 

8 

14 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

4 

10 

14 

15 

Cancer  of  breast 

•  • 

8 

8 

16 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

30 

27 

57 

17 

Diabetes 

•  . 

4 

4 

18 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions 

12 

41 

53 

19 

Heart  disease 

69 

88 

157 

20 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

11 

8 

19 

21 

Bronchitis  .  . 

18 

10 

28 

22 

Pneumonia  .  . 

10 

9 

19 

23 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

4 

2 

6 

24 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

6 

2 

8 

25 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

•  . 

•  • 

•  . 

26 

Appendicitis 

•  • 

2 

2 

27 

Other  digestive  diseases 

4 

12 

16 

28 

Nephritis 

9 

1 

10 

29 

Puerperal  and  post- abortion  sepsis 

•  . 

•  • 

•  • 

30 

Other  maternal  causes 

•  • 

1 

1 

31 

Premature  birth 

2 

2 

4 

32 

Congenital  malformation,  birth  injury 
and  infantile  diseases 

8 

2 

10 

33 

Suicide 

2 

2 

4 

34 

Road  traffic  accidents 

1 

1 

2 

35 

Other  violent  causes  .  . 

13 

8 

21 

36 

All  other  causes 

27 

30 

57 

Totals 

244 

290” 

534 
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SECTION  II. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  of  HEALTH  SERVICES  for  the  AREA. 


Staff. 

Full  particulars  of  the  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Borough 
Council  are  given  in  the  list  incorporated  at  the  beginning  of  this 
report,  including  in  each  case  information  as  to  their  special 
diplomas  and  certificates  of  qualification. 

Mr.  C.  S.  T.  Dancer  was  promoted  to  the  post  of  Deputy  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector,  in  succession  to  Mr.  W.  Haworth,  who  left 
the  Council's  service  in  July  on  securing  a  senior  appointment 
elsewhere.  Mr.  R.  Frankham  was  appointed  to  fill  the  resulting 
vacancy. 

On  the  expiration  of  six  months’  leave  of  absence,  Mrs.  M.  K 
Edwards  (nee  Harradine)  resigned  her  appointment  as  Senior  Clerk 
in  the  Public  Health  Department.  The  Council  recorded  their 
appreciation  of  her  sixteen  years’  service  in  that  appointment. 

The  services  of  the  medical,  dental  and  nursing  staff  formerly 
engaged  in  the  Council’s  School  Medical  Department  continued  to 
be  made  available  to  the  Divisional  Executive  Committee  established 
for  the  area  under  the  Education  Act,  1944.  This  arrangement  has 
operated  very  satisfactorily  in  practice. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

There  has  been  no  important  alteration  or  extension  of  the 
laboratory  services  for  the  area,  which  are  briefly  as  follows  : — 

Medical  Practitioners  may  send  specimens  of  clinical  material 
(sputum,  blood,  etc.)  either  to  the  Pathological  Department  of 
the  East  Surrey  Hospital  or  to  the  Counties  Public  Health  Labora¬ 
tories  in  London  for  bacteriological  or  other  examination. 

Samples  of  milk  or  foods  for  biological  and  bacteriological 
examination  are  sent  to  the  Clinical  Research  Association,  Limited, 
in  London. 
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Samples  of  potable  water  are  sent  to  the  Counties  Public 
Health  Laboratories. 

Samples  of  food  and  drugs  for  chemical  examination  are  sent 
to  Mr.  D.  D.  Moir,  M.Sc.,  F.I.C.,  Public  Analyst. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

The  Borough  Council  have  made  arrangements  with  the 
Reigate  and  Redhill  District  Nursing  Association  for  the  home 
nursing  of  selected  cases  of  pneumonia  and  of  certain  acute 
infectious  ailments  in  young  children.  Assistance  is  limited  to 
patients  who  are  unfit  for  removal  to  hospital  and  who  are  unable 
to  make  private  arrangements  for  nursing  attention. 

This  service  has  not  been  extensively  used  in  recent  years, 
mainly  because  of  more  urgent  claims  on  the  trained  nurses  em¬ 
ployed  by  the  Association. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  ambulance  service  for  cases  of  infectious  disease,  illness 
and  accident  is  adequate  for  the  needs  of  the  district.  Ambulance 
transport  for  infectious  cases  is  provided  by  the  Reigate  Joint 
Hospital  Board.  Non-inf ectious  and  accident  cases  are  conveyed 
either  by  the  ambulance  attached  to  the  Redhill  County  Hospital 
or  by  one  of  the  ambulance  vehicles  provided  and  maintained  by 
the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade.  Car  transport  for  certain  cases 
is  available  through  the  local  Division  of  the  British  Red  Cross 
Society. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

The  services  available  locally  include  the  Minor  Ailments, 
Dental,  Ophthalmic,  Orthopaedic,  Remedial  Exercises,  Speech  and 
Child  Guidance  Clinics  provided  under  the  School  Health  Service, 
the  various  clinic  sessions  included  under  the  Council's  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Scheme,  which  are  referred  to  later  in  this  report, 
and  the  Chest  and  Venereal  Diseases  Clinics  established  in  the  area 
by  the  Surrey  County  Council.  There  are,  in  addition,  the  Out- 
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Patients'  Departments,  with  consultant  services,  at  the  local 
general  hospitals. 

Hospitals  :  Public  and  Voluntary. 

The  hospital  services  of  the  area  have  been  fully  described  in 
recent  reports.  There  was  no  important  extension  or  development 
of  these  services  in  the  year  under  review. 

Institutional  provision  ior  mothers  and  children. 

The  Borough  Council  have  not  provided  special  institutional 
accommodation  for  mothers  and  children  under  their  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Scheme.  Arrangements  have  been  made,  how¬ 
ever,  for  the  admission  of  suitable  cases  to  institutions  under  the 
control  of  other  Authorities.  Particulars  of  cases  dealt  with  during 
the  year  under  these  arrangements  are  set  out  in  a  later  section 
of  this  report. 

Health  Visiting. 

The  five  health  visitors  employed  by  the  Borough  Council 
give  half-time  service  to  the  maternity  and  child  welfare  depart¬ 
ment  and,  by  arrangement  with  the  Surrey  County  Council,  half¬ 
time  to  school  medical  duties.  It  was  possible  throughout  the 
year  to  maintain  a  full  complement  of  suitably  qualified  and  trained 
health  visitors. 

Supply  of  Insulin. 

Arrangements  have  been  made,  with  the  approval  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  for  the  supply  of  insulin,  free  of  cost  or  at  a 
reduced  price,  to  diabetic  persons  for  whom  provision  has  not  already 
been  made  under  the  National  Health  Insurance  and  Poor  Daw 
Acts.  The  patient’s  contribution  to  the  cost  is  assessed  on  the 
income  scale  adopted  for  other  public  health  and  maternity  and 
child  welfare  purposes. 

Four  persons  were  supplied  with  insulin  under  these  arrange¬ 
ments  during  the  year. 
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SECTION  m. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


Water. 

There  was  no  important  extension  of  the  public  water  supply 
during  the  year. 

With  the  exception  of  fourteen  houses  which  depend  for  their 
water  supply  on  two  private  wTells,  all  dwellings  in  the  Borough 
have  a  continuous  and  direct  supply  from  the  Bast  Surrey  Water 
Company.  The  water  is  derived  from  deep  borings  in  the  chalk 
and  is  softened,  chlorinated  and  de-chlorinated  before  distribution 
to  consumers. 

The  supply  was  adequate  in  quantity  throughout  the  year,  the 
average  daily  consumption  per  head  of  population  being  about 
30  gallons.  The  quality  of  the  water,  as  revealed  by  chemical 
and  bacteriological  examination  at  regular  intervals,  was  invariably 
reported  to  be  satisfactory. 

Samples  of  the  water  before  and  after  treatment  are  submitted 
monthly  for  bacteriological  examination,  under  private  arrange¬ 
ments  made  by  the  Bast  Surrey  Water  Company.  In  addition, 
samples  of  the  treated  water  are  examined  chemically  and  bacterio- 
logically  about  40  times  a  year,  under  a  rota  system  arranged  by  the 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  the  districts  supplied  by  the  Company  ; 
samples  are  taken  in  each  district  at  stated  times,  and  the  analyst’s 
reports  are  available  for  the  use  of  the  other  districts  concerned. 

The  following  report  is  typical  of  those  received  during  the  year  : — 


Chemical  Results  in  Parts  per  Million. 


Appearance 

Colour 

Odour 

Reaction  pH 
Free  carbonic  acid 
Blectric  conductivity  at  20  deg.  C. 
Total  solids,  dried  at  180  deg.  C. 
Chlorine  in  Chlorides 


Bright 
. .  Normal 
Nil 

Alkaline :  8.5 

. .  Absent 
..225 
. .  150 
. .  •  ..  19 
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Alkalinity  as  calcium  carbonate 

•  *  ••  •  •  •  • 

35 

Hardness  :  Total 

•  •  ••  ••  •• 

80 

Temporary 

•  •  ••  ••  •• 

35 

Permanent 

•  •  ••  ••  •• 

45 

Nitrogen  in  nitrates 

•  •  •••  ••  •• 

5.0 

Nitrogen  in  nitrites 

•  •  •  «  ••  *  • 

0.1 

Free  ammonia  .  . 

•  •  ••  ••  •  4 

0.44 

Albuminoid  ammonia 

•  •  I  •  ••  •• 

0.010 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours  at  27  deg.  C.  . . 

0.10 

Metals  . . 

•  •  ••  •  •  •  • 

Absent 

“  Free  chlorine  reaction  ” 

•  •  ••  ••  •• 

0.07 

Bacteriological  Results. 

1  day  at  2  days  at 

3  days  at 

Number  of  “  Colonies  ”  growing 

37  deg.  C.  37  deg.  C. 

20  deg. 

on  Agar  per  c.c.  or  ml.  in 

.  .  0  0 

0 

Presumptive  coliform  reaction 

. .  Absent  100  c.c. 

Bact.  coli 

.  .  Absent  100  c.c. 

Cl.  welchi  reaction 

.  .  Absent  100  c.c. 

Report. 

“  This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appear¬ 
ance,  faintly  alkaline  in  reaction  and  free  from  iron  and  other 
metals.  The  water  is  soft  in  character,  contains  no  excess 
of  salinity  or  mineral  constituents  in  solution  and  it  is  of  the 
highest  standard  of  organic  and  bacterial  purity. 

These  results  are  consistent  with  a  pure  and  wholesome 
water  suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes.” 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

There  was  no  important  development  or  extension  of  drainage 
or  sewerage  in  the  area,  except  in  connection  with  new  building 
development.  Defective  sections  of  the  sewer  in  several  localities 
were  relaid  during  the  year. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  streams  and  surface  water-courses  in  the  area  are  regularly 
inspected,  and.  all  necessary  action  is  taken  to  render  them  free  from 
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obstruction  and  pollution.  The  Redhill  Brook,  which  is  a  main 
outlet  for  surface  water,  received  special  attention  during  the  year. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

There  is  nothing  of  special  importance  to  report  under  this 
heading. 

Public  Cleansing. 

The  attention  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  was  drawn  to 
unsatisfactory  conditions  of  storage  of  house  and  trade  refuse, 
due  to  difficulty  in  obtaining  suitable  receptacles  to  replace  those 
which  had  become  defective.  The  Cleansing  Superintendent  was 
authorised  to  purchase  a  quantity  of  standard  bins,  to  be  made 
available  to  owners  and  occupiers  of  properties  who  were  unable 
to  obtain  replacements  through  the  usual  trade  channels. 

With  a  view  to  preventing  serious  nuisance  from  flies  in  the 
abnormally  hot  and  dry  summer,  the  Cleansing  Superintendent 
was  advised  to  reorganise  the  system  for  the  collection  of  kitchen 
waste  from  communal  street  bins.  Arrangements  were  accordingly 
made  for  the  bins  to  be  emptied  thrice  weekly  and  to  be  thoroughly 
cleansed  at  least  once  a  week.  These  measures  had  the  desired 
result. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

A  classified  statement  of  the  number  of  premises  visited,  the 
defects  or  nuisances  discovered,  and  the  action  and  result  of  action 
taken  in  regard  to  these  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

Shops. 

Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  the  Shops  Act,  1934,  continue 
to  be  made  as  and  when  necessary. 

Camping  Sites. 

A  piece  of  land  at  Horley  Road,  Redhill,  was  licensed  under 
Sub-section  (I)  (i)  of  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
as  a  site  for  not  more  than  eight  trailer  caravans. 

Five  licences  were  granted  under  Sub-section  (I)  (ii)  in  respect 
of  trailer  caravans  occupied  by  families  who  were  without  proper 
housing  accommodation. 
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Smoke  Abatement. 

No  complaint  of  smoke  nuisance  was  received  during  the  year. 

Swimming  Bath  and  Fools. 

Three  swimming  baths  in  the  area  are  open  to  the  public. 
Two  are  covered  baths  owned  and  controlled  by  the  Corporation  ; 
the  third  is  a  privately  owned  open-air  pool  to  which  the  public 
are  admitted  on  payment.  All  three  baths  are  equipped  with  the 
necessary  plant  for  filtration  and  chlorination. 

Samples  of  water  from  each  bath  were  submitted  to  chemical 
and  bacteriological  examination  at  the  height  of  the  bathing 
season,  and  were  reported  to  reach  a  high  standard  of  organic 
quality  and  bacterial  purity. 

A  sample  taken  later  in  the  season  from  the  open-air  pool 
was  found  to  have  an  abnormally  high  content  of  free  ammonia, 
indicating  an  undesirable  degree  of  pollution.  The  owner  was 
accordingly  instructed  to  have  the  pool  emptied  and  refilled  with 
clean  water. 

The  lower  lake  at  Earlswood  was  extremely  popular  with 
bathers  during  the  hot  summer  months.  The  fall  in  the  level 
of  the  water  in  the  lake,  in  the  absence  of  replenishment  from 
natural  sources  and  of  artificial  means  of  purification,  and  the 
occurrence  at  that  time  of  cases  of  infantile  paralysis,  directed 
attention  to  the  quality  of  the  water  and  to  the  possible  danger 
to  the  health  of  those  bathing  in  it.  A  sample  submitted  to  analysis 
was  found  to  have  marked  opalescence*  due  to  suspended  mineral 
matter,  a  high  content  of  free  ammonia  and  considerable  bacterial 
impurity  of  faecal  origin.  Although  the  degree  of  pollution  was 
not  considered  to  be  excessive  for  surface  water,  it  was  decided 
that,  in  the  interests  of  the  public  health,  bathing  and  paddling  in 
the  lake  should  be  discouraged.  Notices  were,  accordingly,  posted 
in  conspicuous  positions,  warning  the  public  of  the  danger. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

The  disinfestation  of  verminous  premises  was  carried  out  by 
the  Disinfecting  Officer,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector.  Particulars  of  Council  and  other  houses  found  to  be 
infested  and  dealt  with  during  the  year  are  set  out  in  a  later  section 
of  this  report. 
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Factories  Act,  1937. 

In  accordance  with  Section  128  of  the  above-named  Act,  the 
Table  given  below  indicates  the  work  which  has  been  carried  out 
during  1947. 


(1)  Inspections. 


Premises. 

Number  on 
Register. 

Number  of 

Inspec¬ 

tions. 

Written 

Notices. 

Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

(■ i )  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are 
to  be  enforced  by  Focal 
Authorities 

48 

17 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  ( i )  to  which  Section  7 
applies  : — 

(a)  Subject  to  the  Focal 
Authorities  (Transfer  of 
Enforcement)  Order, 
1938  . 

102 

25 

1 

(b)  Others 

—  - 

— - 

— 

— 

Total 

150 

42 

1 

— 

(2)  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


Particulars. 

Number  of 
which  defects 

cases  in 
were  found. 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
instituted. 

♦ 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector. 

Referred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector. 

Want  of  cleanli¬ 
ness 

3 

3 

2 

Sanitary  con¬ 
veniences 
(a)  insufficient  .  . 

2 

1 

1 

(b)  unsuitable  or 
defective 

1 

Other  offences 
(not  including 
offences  relating 
to  Homework)  .  . 

2 

1 

Total  . . 

8 

5 

— 

3 

— 

(3)  Out  Work  (Sections  110  and  111). 

No  lists  of  outworkers  were  received  from  employers.  Five 
lists  were  received  from  other  Authorities,  affecting  three  persons, 
whose  premises  were  visited.  No  action  was  necessary. 
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SECTION  IV. 


HOUSING. 

The  statistical  particulars  relating  to  housing  in  the  area  are 
set  out  below. 

For  the  reasons  explained  in  recent  reports,  it  has  not  been 
practicable  to  resume  the  systematic  inspection  of  houses  under 
the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  but  a  considerable  number 
of  dwellings  were  visited  and  inspected  in  connection  with  infectious 
disease,  applications  to  the  Council  for  housing  accommodation 
and  for  building  repair  licences,  and  on  complaint  by  tenants. 
Although  it  was  possible  to  secure,  by  informal  action,  the  repair 
of  the  majority  of  the  houses  found  to  be  defective,  the  number 
forming  the  subject  of  statutory  notices  tends  to  increase. 

The  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  during  the  year 
was  369,  in  addition  to  297  others  which  were  inspected  on 
application  by  the  owners  for  licences  to  carry  out  essential  repairs. 

One  dwelling  house  was  represented  under  Section  1 1  as  being 
unfit  for  human  habitation  and  not  capable  of  being  rendered  so 
fit  at  a  reasonable  expense.  The  occupier  obtained  a  licence  to 
build  a  new  house  on  an  adjacent  site,  and  the  Council  accepted 
an  undertaking  from  the  owner  not  to  re-let  the  dwelling  until 
the  works  necessaty  to  render  it  fit  had  been  carried  out. 

Action  was  also  taken  under  Section  12  in  relation  to  part 
of  a  dwelling  house  which  was  unfit  for  human  habitation  and, 
following  re-housing  of  the  occupants  in  requisitioned  property, 
a  Closing  Order  was  made  in  accordance  with  the  Section. 

Two  dwellings,  which  could  have  been  dealt  with  under 
Sections  11  and  12,  were  dealt  with  informally,  and  the  owners 
agreed  not  to  re-let  the  properties  for  human  habitation,  but  to 
use  them  for  other  purposes. 

Informal  notices  were  served  on  the  owners  of  183  houses 
which  were  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  ;  163  defective  dwelling  houses  in  this  category 
were  rendered  fit  before  the  end  of  the  year  in  consequence  of 
informal  action. 
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Five  dwelling  houses  were  the  subject  of  notices  served  under 
the  repairs  Section  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936.  Notice  of  intention 
to  enter  for  the  purpose  of  doing  the  work  was  served  in  one  case, 
following  non-compliance  with  a  notice  issued  in  1946  ;  this  action 
was  successful  in  securing  completion  of  the  work  by  the  person 
in  control. 

Two  cottages,  one  of  which  had  become  vacant,  were  purchased 
by  the  Council,  by  agreement  with  the  owner,  for  £250,  under 
Section  73  ( b )  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936.  These  cottages  were  let 
at  a  controlled  rent  of  12/-  per  week,  the  owner  paying  rates. 
They  were  put  into  a  satisfactory  state  of  repair  by  the  Council 
at  a  cost  of  £530. 

Twenty  new  cases  of  statutory  overcrowding  were  discovered 
during  the  year,  in  addition  to  the  forty-nine  cases  known  to  exist 
at  the  end  of  1946.  Forty-five  cases  were  relieved  by  re-housing 
the  affected  families  in  requisitioned  property,  in  temporary  pre¬ 
fabricated  bungalows  or  in  permanent  Corporation  houses. 

The  Council’s  Housing  and  Valuation  Officer  states  that, 
during  1947,  65  families  were  re-housed  in  permanent  Council 
houses  and  70  others  were  accommodated  in  requisitioned  properties. 
Two  families  took  up  residence  as  “  squatters  ”,  making  a  total 
of  twenty-four  families  who,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  were  occupying 
vacant  Army  huts  in  the  Borough. 

Fegal  proceedings  were  taken  against  an  owner  for  failing  to 
comply  with  notices  served  under  Sections  39,  45  and  92  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  in  respect  of  defects  at  a  dwelling  house. 
Although  the  notices  had  been  complied  with  at  the  date  of  the 
Hearing,  the  Court  inflicted  fines  and  costs  of  £8  6s.  Od.  for  non- 
compliance  by  the  dates  specified  in  the  notices. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year. 

(1)  ( a )  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Plealth  or  Housing 
Acts)  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  (a)  369 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ( b )  989 
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(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub¬ 

head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  re¬ 
corded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regu¬ 
lations,  1925  and  1932  . .  . .  .  .  (a)  11 

( b )  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ( b )  46 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  1 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in 

all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  .  .  183 

2.  Remedy  o!  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 

Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority 
or  their  officers  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  163 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

(а)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  . .  . .  5 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  .  .  Nil 

(б)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  11 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 


(a)  By  owners  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6 

( b )  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  . .  — 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  .  .  .  .  . .  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  Demolition  Orders  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  .  .  .  .  ..  .  .  ..  .  .  1 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  lit  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  Nil 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV.  Overcrowding. 

(a)  ( i )  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  24 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  . .  .  .  41 

(Hi)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  . .  . .  202 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  20 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  . .  . .  .  .  . .  45 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  149 

(d)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  again  became  over¬ 
crowded  after  the  local  authority  had  taken  steps 

for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  . .  . .  . .  Nil 
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SECTION  V. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


Milk  Supply. 

Particulars  of  the  number  of  persons  registered  as  cow-keepers, 
dairymen  and  retail  purveyors  of  milk,  and  of  alterations  made 
in  the  Register  during  the  year,  are  set  out  in  the  report  of  the 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Tuberculin  Tested  milk  is  produced  at  four  farms  in  the 
Borough,  an  increase  of  one  during  1947,  and  Accredited  milk 
at  ten.  Samples  of  milk  were  taken  at  these  farms,  at  frequent 
intervals,  by  officers  of  the  Surrey  County  Council,  who  reported 
that  eighteen  samples  failed  to  reach  the  standard  prescribed  by 
the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations.  Difficulties  in  main¬ 
taining  the  required  standard  were  greatly  increased  by  the 
unusually  prolonged  spell  of  hot  weather. 

As  no  reports  were  received  from  the  Veterinary  Inspectors 
of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  it  is  assumed  that  they  were  not 
called  upon  to  take  any  action  in  the  Borough  under  the  Tuber¬ 
culosis  Order,  1938. 

licences  have  been  granted  to  two  pasteurising  plants  in  the 
Borough,  and  also  in  respect  of  the  South  Suburban  Co-operative 
Society's  local  distributing  depot,  which  is  supplied  from  their 
licensed  plant  at  Croydon.  At  one  of  the  local  plants,  which  has 
been  in  existence  for  some  years,  the  “Holder”  t}^pe  of  apparatus 
has  been  discarded  and  replaced  by  a  modern  plant  employing 
latest  high  temperature  short-time  technique  of  pasteurisation. 
The  other  local  installation,  which  was  licensed  during  the  year, 
is  intended  for  the  pasteurisation  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk,  and 
consists  of  two  “  batch  ”  pasteurisers,  which  conform  to  the  required 
standard. 
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The  routine  sampling  of  milk  supplies  was  continued  in 
accordance  with  recent  -practice,  with  the  results  indicated  in 
Table  IV.  The  unsatisfactory  bacterial  quality  of  two  samples  of 
Tuberculin  Tested  raw  milk,  which  were  obtained  from  a  London 
wholesale  dairy,  was  attributed  to  prolonged  storage  in  the  hot 
weather.  It  will  be  noted  that  all  the  samples  of  pasteurised  milk 
reached  the  required  standard,  with  the  exception  of  two  ;  these 
were  the  first  samples  taken  from  the  newly-installed  plant  referred 
to  above.  For  the  third  consecutive  year,  the  samples  of  un¬ 
treated  milk  submitted  to  biological  examination  were  reported  to 
be  free  from  tubercle  bacilli. 

table  IV. 

RESULTS  OF  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MILK 
1.  Tests  required  by  Miek  (Speciae  Designations)  Regu- 


EATions,  1936  to  1946. 


No.  of 

Methylene 

Blue 

Coliform 

t 

\ 

Phosphat 

ase. 

Samples 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Group 

I 

Group 

II 

Group 

III 

Tuberculin 
Tested : 

10 

8 

2 

8 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

(Pasteurised) : 
14 

13 

1 

12 

2 

12 

2 

Pasteurised  : 

33 

I 

33  '  — 

33 

2.  Bioeogicae  Examination. 


No.  of  Samples. 

Tubercle  Bacilli  -f- 

%  Tubercle  Bacilli  -f- 

41 

Nil 

0.00 
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Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations,  1936  to  1946. 

Licences,  as  under,  for  the  sale  of  designated  milk  were 
granted  to  five  retailers  in  the  area  : — 


Tuberculin  Tested 

Tuberculin  Tested — bottling  licence 


4 

2 

2 

2 

1 


(Supplementary) 


Pasteuriser’s  licence 
Pasteurised  (Supplementary)  .  . 


Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

The  action  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations, 
1924,  is  described  in  the  report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector, 
which  also  includes  an  account  of  unsound  food  destro}^ed  and 
particulars  of  inspections  of  premises  where  food  is  prepared. 

Adulteration,  etc. 

No  special  action  was  necessary  under  Sections  27  to  29  of 
the  Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1938,  relating  to  Artificial  Cream,  nor 
under  the  Public  Health  (Dried  Milk)  Regulations,  1923,  1927 
and  1943,  and  the  Public  Health  (Condensed  Milk)  Regulations, 
1923,  1927  and  1943. 

All  articles  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  were  examined 
for  the  presence  of  preservatives  in  accordance  v/ith  the  Public 
Health  (Preservatives,  etc.  in  Food)  Regulations,  1925  to  1940, 
but  no  infringement  of  the  Regulations  was  reported. 

Although  many  Orders  have  now  been  made  under  the  Defence 
(Sale  of  Food)  Regulations,  1943,  relating  to  Food  Standards 
and  Labelling,  no  infringement  was  noted  during  1947.  The  action 
taken  under  the  part  of  the  Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1938,  dealing 
with  the  composition  of  food  and  drugs,  is  described  in  the  report 
of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food. 

Samples  for  chemical  analysis  are  sent  to  the  Council’s  Analyst, 
Mr.  D.  D.  Moir,  M.Sc.,  F.I.C.,  and  samples  of  milk  and  ice-cream 
for  bacteriological  examination  to  the  Clinical  Research  Association, 
Limited.  Bacteriological  examination  of  other  kinds  of  food  was 
not  called  for  during  the  year. 
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Thirty -six  samples  of  ice  cream  from  twelve  retailers  were 
examined  for  bacterial  quality,  by  submission  to  the  methylene 
blue  reduction  test.  Fourteen  of  the  samples  were  of  local  manu¬ 
facture  ;  of  these,  ten  were  placed  in  Provisional  Grades  1  and  2, 
and  four  in  Provisional  Grade  3.  Of  the  twenty- two  samples  of 
ice  cream  manufactured  elsewhere,  fifteen  were  in  Grades  1  and  2, 
six  in  Grade  3  and  one  in  Grade  4.  These  results  generally  are 
satisfactory,  and  indicate  that  reasonable  precautions  have  been 
taken  to  prevent  contamination,  more  particularly  in  the  case  of 
ice  cream  manufactured  locally. 

The  effect  of  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations, 
1947,  which  came  into  force  on  1st  May,  1947,  and  the  adoption 
by  the  Council  of  a  standard  of  hygiene  relating  to  manufacturers’ 
and  retailers’  premises,  has  been  to  limit  manufacture  in  this 
Borough  to  two  premises  only,  the  majority  of  retailers  purchasing 
ice-cream  from  registered  wholesalers  in  the  Condon  area  and  in 
Brighton. 

Shellfish  (Molluscan) . 

There  are  no  shellfish  beds  or  layings  in  the  district.  The 
shellfish  on  sale  locally  are  obtained  from  the  Condon  Markets, 
so  that  no  information  is  available  as  to  the  layings  from  which 
the  shellfish  are  derived. 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Shellfish) 
Regulations,  1934,  nor  under  Section  39  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1938. 


SECTION  VI. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AMD  OTHER  DISEASES. 

Provision  of  Isolation  Hospital  Accommodation. 

Provision  is  made  at  the  Reigate  Joint  Hospital  for  the  iso¬ 
lation  and  institutional  treatment  of  cases  of  infectious  illness 
occurring  in  the  area.  The  available  accommodation  was  more 
than  sufficient  to  meet  the  demands  made  upon  it  during  the  year, 
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and  it  was  not  necessary,  therefore,  to  operate  the  scheme  for  mutual 
assistance  already  agreed  with  neighbouring  isolation  hospital 
authorities. 

It  should  be  noted,  however,  that  in  recent  years  the  incidence 
of  the  various  infectious  diseases,  and  more  particularly  of  those 
types  for  which  treatment  in  hospital  is  usually  advised,  has  been 
exceptionally  low.  An  extensive  outbreak  of  one  of  the  more 
serious  infections,  or  concurrent  prevalence  of  two  or  more  in¬ 
fectious  diseases  requiring  institutional  treatment,  would  un¬ 
doubtedly  create  grave  problems  in  hospitalisation.  Difficulties 
in  this  respect  are  likely  to  be  aggravated  by  the  lack  of  properly 
staffed  and  equipped  cubicle  wards,  the  need  for  which  has 
repeatedly  been  stressed,  and  by  the  prevailing  housing  shortage, 
which  renders  home  isolation  entirely  out  of  the  question  in  a 
large  majority  of  cases.  The  local  isolation  hospital  now  serves 
a  very  much  larger  population  than  that  for  which  it  was  originally 
intended,  and  the  same  is  probably  true  of  neighbouring  isolation 
hospitals  with  which  reciprocal  arrangements  have  been  made. 
The  transfer  of  hospital  functions  to  a  Regional  Board  to  be  set 
up  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act  may  lead  to  radical 
changes  in  organisation  and  administration,  and  possibly  to  more 
advantageous  use  of  the  hospital  beds  at  present  available  for 
infectious  cases  ;  it  seems  unlikely,  however,  that  it  will  lead  to 
any  immediate  improvement  in  the  type  or  quality  of  the  hospital 
services  provided  for  such  cases. 

Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  action  taken  on  receipt  of  a  notification  that  a  person  is 
suffering  from  an  infectious  disease  is  fully  described  in  previous 
reports. 

The  exclusion  from  school  of  infected  persons  and  contacts  is 
carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  suggestions  contained  in  the  joint 
Memorandum  issued  in  1927  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  Board 
of  Education,  and  amended  in  August,  1942. 

Table  V  shows  the  number  of  the  various  notifiable  infectious 
diseases  (other  than  tuberculosis)  recorded  in  the  area  during  the 
53  weeks  ended  3rd  January,  1948,  classified  according  to  the 
age  of  the  patient,  together  with  the  numbers  of  cases  removed  to 
hospital,  and  the  total  deaths  from  each  disease.  Comparative 
statistics  are  given  in  Table  VI.  The  prevalence  of  the  various 
diseases  are  reviewed  below. 
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Small-pox. 

No  case  of  small-pox  was  notified  in  the  Borough  during 
the  year.  Reports  were  received  of  the  arrival  in  the  Borough 
of  eleven  persons  who  had  recently  been  in  contact  with  definite 
or  suspected  cases  of  small-pox,  either  in  this  country  or  abroad. 
All  were  visited  and  kept  under  surveillance  for  the  prescribed 
period. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

There  were  sixteen  notifications  of  scarlet  fever,  as  compared 
with  an  annual  average  of  forty-nine  in  the  preceding  ten  years. 
Fourteen  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital,  in  addition  to  four 
which  had  not  been  officially  notified. 

The  type  and  distribution  of  the  disease  did  not  exhibit  any 
epidemiological  feature  of  special  importance.  No  mortality  was 
ascribed  to  scarlet  fever  or  its  complications. 

Diphtheria. 

The  incidence  of  diphtheria  was  the  lowest  for  at  least  forty 
years,  only  one  case  of  the  disease  being  reported.  This  was  a 
visitor  to  the  district,  who  was  found  to  be  infected  also  with  the 
organisms  of  scarlet  fever.  Three  suspected  cases  admitted  to 
hospital  for  observation  were  subsequently  proved  to  be  suffering 
from  non-diphtheritic  infections. 

It  was  reported  that  an  outbreak  of  virulent  diphtheria  had 
occurred  amongst  the  personnel  of  a  Circus  about  to  visit  the 
Borough.  All  immediate  contacts  were  inspected  on  arrival,  and 
appropriate  action  was  taken  to  prevent  dissemination  of  infection 
and  to  immunise  child  contacts  who  had  not  already  been  so 
protected. 

Diphtheria  Anti-toxin. 

The  arrangements  for  the  supply  of  anti-diphtheritic  serum 
have  not  been  altered  and  are  fully  described  in  previous  reports. 
No  request  for  serum  was  received  during  the  year. 

Schick  Testing  and  Artificial  Immunisation  against  Diphtheria. 

In  the  course  of  routine  domiciliary  visiting  and  at  infant 
welfare  clinics,  the  Health  Visitors  have  intensified  their  efforts 
to  encourage  acceptance  of  immunisation.  Special  following-up 
visits  are  made  to  infants  who  have  not  been  immunised  soon 
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after  their  first  birthday  or  who,  having  attended  on  one  occasion, 
fail  to  keep  subsequent  appointments.  Immunisation  against 
diphtheria,  or  consent  thereto,  has  been  made  a  condition  of 
admission  of  children  to  the  Council's  Day  Nursery. 

The  numbers  of  children  who  completed  a  full  course  of 
immunisation  at  the  Council's  Clinics  during  the  year  were  as 
follows  : — 


Age  at  31.12.47 

1 —  2  years  . .  . .  . .  312 

2— 3  . . 83 

3 —  4  . . 28 

4  5  ,,  . .  ..  15 

5 — 14  ,,  . .  . .  .  .  69 


Total  .  .  507 


Reinforcing  doses  of  diphtheria  prophylactic  were  given  to 
75  persons,  mostly  school  entrants  who  had  completed  a  course 
of  immunisation  three  or  four  years  previously. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  a  considerable  number  of  infants 
and  young  children  were  immunised  against  diphtheria,  in  some 
cases  with  combined  whooping  cough  vaccination,  under  private 
arrangements.  Complete  records  of  such  cases  are  not  available, 
but  it  is  estimated  that  approximately  60  per  cent,  of  children 
under  the  age  of  five  years,  and  70  per  cent,  of  those  between  the 
ages  of  five  and  fifteen  years,  have  been  artificially  immunised 
against  diphtheria.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  protection  is  not 
usually  advised  for  infants  under  the  age  of  one  year,  the  former 
percentage  represents  a  very  satisfactory  proportion  of  those 
eligible  for  treatment  and  should  provide  an  effective  barrier 
against  widespread  infection  of  children  in  this  critical  age  group. 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis. 

Three  suspected  cases  of  cerebro-spinal  meningitis  were 
admitted  to  hospital  for  observation,  but  were  later  reported  to 
be  suffering  from  non-no tifi able  conditions. 
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Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis. 

In  view  of  the  greatly  increased  prevalence  of  acute  anterior 
poliomyelitis  (infantile  paralysis)  in  other  parts  of  the  country, 
certain  general  precautionary  measures  were  adopted  locally. 
These  included  the  prohibition  of  cinema  performances  for  children, 
restriction  on  the  use  of  swimming  baths  and  pools  and  the 
suspension  of  surgical  treatment  for  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids 
in  school  children.  Assemblies  of  young  children,  holiday  camps 
and  large  social  gatherings  of  children  and  young  persons  were 
discouraged  and,  in  most  instances,  were  indefinitely  postponed 
on  the  advice  of  the  Public  Health  Department. 

Four  known  cases  of  the  disease  occurred  in  the  Borough, 
of  which  two  were  so  mild  in  type  that  the  nature  of  the  illness 
could  not  be  recognised  with  certainty  until  convalescence  was 
well-established.  Three  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Reigate  Joint 
Hospital,  and  arrangements  were  made  for  the  institution  of 
physio- therapeutic  treatment,  where  necessary,  on  their  discharge 
from  hospital. 

The  notified  cases  did  not  appear  to  be  in  any  way  connected, 
or  infected  from  a  common  source,  though  in  at  least  two  instances 
there  was  reason  to  believe  that  infection  had  been  contracted 
elsewhere.  It  is  probable  that  the  disease  was  much  more 
prevalent  in  the  Borough  than  the  number  of  notified  cases  would 
suggest ;  this  is  confirmed  by  reports  of  circumscribed  residual 
paralysis  following  illness  suggestive  of  the  onset  of  poliomyelitis. 
Two  suspected  cases  admitted  to  hospital  for  observation,  how¬ 
ever,  were  subsequently  reported  to  be  suffering  from  other 
conditions. 

Acute  Polioencephalitis. 

This  disease,  of  which  four  cases  were  notified,  is  similar  to 
infantile  paralysis,  except  that  the  brain,  rather  than  the  spinal 
cord,  is  chiefly  involved  and  the  mortality  is  very  much  higher. 
The  precautionary  measures  applied  to  the  two  diseases  are  pre¬ 
cisely  the  same. 

Two  cases  (mother  and  son)  were  treated  in  the  East  Surrey 
Hospital,  one  in  the  Reigate  Joint  Hospital  and  the  fourth  in  her 
own  home.  Two  of  the  hospital  cases  died  within  a  few  days  of 
admission. 
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The  third  death  ascribed  to  this  cause  was  of  a  local  school¬ 
boy,  who  contracted  the  disease  and  died  in  hospital  while  he  was 
on  holiday  in  another  part  of  the  country. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Nine  women  were  reported  to  have  sustained  or  repeated  rise 
in  temperature  following  confinement.  Seven  had  been  confined 
in  hospital,  one  in  a  nursing  home  and  one  in  a  private  dwelling  ; 
all  recovered  satisfactorily. 

Only  two  of  the  notifications  related  to  Borough  residents. 

Pneumonia. 

There  was  some  increase  in  prevalence  of  pneumonia,  more 
particularly  in  the  first  and  last  quarters  of  the  year  and  among 
persons  in  the  older  age  groups.  Thirty-three  cases  were  reported, 
of  which  six  were  already  in  hospital  at  the  time  of  notification 
or  were  subsequently  removed  to  hospital  for  the  purpose  of  treat¬ 
ment.  At  least  four  of  the  notifications  were  posthumous. 

Twenty-two  of  the  cases  treated  at  home  were  visited  by  the 
Health  Visitors,  who  reported  that  adequate  facilities  for  isolation 
and  treatment  were  available  in  every  instance  and  that  the 
provision  of  skilled  nursing  assistance,  for  which  arrangements 
have  been  made  by  the  Council,  did  not  appear  to  be  necessary. 
In  four  instances,  trained  nurses  were  already  in  attendance. 

The  deaths  ascribed  to  pneumonia  include  several  due  to 
non-notifiable  forms  of  the  disease,  so  that  the  ratio  of  deaths  to 
notifications  does  not  represent  the  true  case  mortality  from  this 
cause.  Moreover,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  a  substantial 
proportion  of  notifiable  cases  of  pneumonia  are  not  officially 
reported  to  the  Public  Health  Department,  unless  they  are  expected 
to  terminate  fatally.  This  applies  particularly  to  better-class 
households,  where  removal  to  hospital  or  the  provision  of  nursing 
assistance  is  seldom  required,  and  is  to  some  extent  confirmed 
by  the  undue  proportion  of  posthumous  notifications.  In  the 
absence  of  complete  ascertainment,  the  incidence  and  mortality 
rates  for  notifiable  forms  of  pneumonia  are  approximate  only. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

The  one  notification  of  this  disease  related  to  a  baby  born  in 
the  Redhill  County  Hospital.  It  was  later  reported  that  the 
infant  had  recovered  without  permanent  injury  to  the  eyes  or 
impairment  of  vision. 
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Whooping  Cough. 

A  small  outbreak  of  whooping  cough  was  practically  confined 
to  the  early  months  of  the  year  and  to  children  under  the  age  of 
ten  years.  The  Health  Visitors  reported  that  the  arrangements 
for  home  isolation  were  reasonably  good  in  every  case,  except  in 
one  where  admission  to  hospital  was  advised. 

For  the  third  consecutive  year  no  mortality  was  ascribed  to 
whooping  cough  or  its  complications. 

Measles. 

This  disease  was  not  unduly  prevalent  during  the  year,  the 
number  of  notified  cases  being  appreciably  less  than  one-half  of 
the  annual  average  since  the  disease  became  compulsorily  noti¬ 
fiable.  Peaks  of  maximum  incidence  in  February,  June  and 
August  were  preceded  and  followed  by  periods  of  very  low  prev¬ 
alence.  Children  attending  Infant  Departments  were,  as  usual, 
chiefly  affected. 

Six  notified  cases  and  eleven  non-notified  cases  were  admitted 
to  the  Reigate  Joint  Hospital,  mainly  from  Children’s  Homes  and 
other  institutions  in  which  they  could  not  be  isolated  satisfactorily. 

Prophylactic  serum  was  not  extensively  used  for  the  pre¬ 
vention  of  attenuation  of  measles.  No  application  was.  made  by 
medical  practitioners  for  the  supply  of  serum  for  the  total  or  partial 
immunisation  of  susceptible  contacts. 

Erysipelas. 

Notifications  of  this  disease,  of  which  there  were  nine,  did  not 
indicate  any  significant  increase  in  prevalence.  None  of  the  cases 
was  so  severe  as  to  require  specialised  treatment  in  hospital. 

Tuberculosis. 

Thirty  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs,  and  seven  of 
tuberculosis  of  other  organs,  were  reported  during  the  year. 
Twenty-eight  were  cases  notified  for  the  first  time,  seven  were 
reported  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  on  transference  from  other 
areas  in  which  they  had  already  been  notified,  and  two  became 
known  through  the  Registrar’s  Return  of  Deaths. 

Particulars  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  which  came  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  year  are 
set  out  in  Table  VII,  together  with  an  analysis  of  the  deaths  in 
the  area  from  this  disease  during  the  same  period. 
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TABLE  VII. 

New  Cases  of  Tuberculosis,  and  all  Deaths  from  the  Disease  in  the  Area  during  1947,  classified  according 

to  Age,  Sex  and  Type  of  Disease. 
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The  number  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory 
organs  is  equivalent  to  a  case  rate  of  0.74  per  thousand  population, 
as  compared  with  0.95  in  1946,  0.73  in  1945  and  an  average  rate 
of  0.79  in  the  preceding  ten  years.  The  age  and  sex  distribution 
of  the  notified  cases  do  not  differ  greatly  from  those  usually  observed, 
except  for  a  very  small  increase  in  prevalence  amongst  males  in 
the  younger  age  groups. 

The  case  rate  for  non-respiratory  tuberculosis  was  0.17,  which 
is  the  lowest  recorded  in  the  past  ten  years,  the  reduction  being 
especially  marked  amongst  males.  The  decline  in  incidence  of  this 
form  of  the  disease  is  not  unconnected  with  extension  of  the  practice 
of  pasteurization  of  milk  supplies,  which  has  tended  to  eliminate 
the  possibility^  of  infection  from  bovine  sources. 

The  mortality  rate  for  respiratory  tuberculosis  was  no  greater 
than  in  1946,  and  approximates  to  the  average  for  the  preceding 
ten  years.  No  mortality  was  ascribed  to  non-respiratory  tuber¬ 
culosis.  It  may  here  be  repeated  that  mortality  from  tuberculosis 
will  not  fully  reflect  the  value  of  early  diagnosis  and  the  efficacy 
of  modern  methods  of  treatment  until  ample  sanatorium  accom¬ 
modation  is  available  for  cases  of  the  disease  in  its  earliest  stages, 
when  treatment  is  most  likely  to  lead  to  complete  recovery. 

A  register  is  kept  of  the  names,  addresses  and  other  particulars 
relating  to  known  cases  of  tuberculosis.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
there  remained  on  the  Register  the  names  of  219  persons,  of  whom 
160  (83  males,  77  females),  were  suffering  from  respiratory  tuber¬ 
culosis,  and  59  (29  males,  30  females),  from  tuberculosis  of  other 
organs. 

No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925  (relating  to  persons  suffering 
from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade),  nor 
under  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  (relating  to  the 
compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  tuber¬ 
culosis). 

The  voluntary  Tuberculosis  Care  Committee,  which  works  in 
close  association  with  local  Chest  Clinics  and  Sanatoria,  continued 
its  activities  on  behalf  of  tuberculous  persons  and  their  dependants. 
The  assistance  granted  during  the  year  included  the  supply  of 
extra  nourishment,  fuel,  bedding,  clothing,  sick-room  requisites, 
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etc.,  and  the  payment  of  fares,  pocket  money  and  other  incidental 
expenses  which  could  not  be  met  from  official  sources. 


Mass  Radiography. 

The  Surrey  County  Council's  Mass  Radiography  Unit  operated 
in  the  Borough  for  three  weeks  in  the  latter  part  of  1946.  During 
that  period  school  children  over  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  organised 
groups  from  local  factories,  offices,  shops,  etc.,  and  members  of  the 
general  public  were  invited  to  attend  for  X-ray  examination. 

The  statistical  results  of  the  survey  have  now  been  analysed 
in  detail,  and  are  as  follows  : — 

Total  number  of  persons  examined — 3,732. 


Age  and  sex  classification  of  persons  examined  : — - 


Age  group . 

Male. 

Female. 

Total 

14  years  and  under 

96 

25 

121 

15—24  years 

602 

585 

1,187 

25 — 34  years 

455 

351 

806 

35 — 44  years 

448 

324 

772 

45 — 59  years 

398 

257 

655 

60  years  and  over 

124 

67 

191 

2,123 

1,609 

3,732 

No  recalled  for  large  film  examination 
No.  recalled  for  clinical  examination 
No.  with  non-tuberculous  lung  conditions 
No.  with  cardiac  abnormalities 

No.  of  previously  known  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
No.  of  newly  discovered  cases  of  active  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
No.  of  cases  refusing  further  action  after  miniature  film 


290 

95 

21 

16 

3 
19 

4 


Of  the  nineteen  new  cases  of  active  tuberculosis  discovered 
in  the  survey,  four  were  recommended  for  admission  to  hospital 
or  sanatoria  and  fifteen  for  observation  at  the  local  Chest  Clinic. 
The  number  of  newly-discovered  cases  is  equivalent  to  0.51  per 
cent,  of  the  total  examined,  which  does  not  differ  greatly  from  the 
findings  of  similar  surveys  in  other  areas  of  the  County. 


If  the  groups  examined  can  be  accepted  as  a  fair  cross-section 
of  the  adult  population  of  the  Borough,  one  must  conclude  that 
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roughly  one  person  in  two  hundred  is  suffering  from  active  infection 
of  the  lungs  without  being  aware  of  it.  This  represents  a  rate  of 
prevalence  approximately  seven  times  greater  than  that  disclosed 
by  other  means,  and  demonstrates  the  value  of  routine  X-ray 
examination  in  the  early  detection  of  unsuspected  pulmonary 
tuberculosis. 

Food  Poisoning. 

There  were  no  reports  of  illness  in  the  area  that  could  be 
attributed  to  the  ingestion  of  impure  or  unsound  food. 

NON-NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

jr 

Influenza. 

Information  relating  to  the  prevalence  of  influenza  is  obtained 
mainly  from  school  records  and  from  the  local  Registrar’s  weekly 
returns  of  deaths.  From  the  former  it  would  appear  that  com¬ 
paratively  little  absence  from  school  was  attributable  to  influenza, 
while  the  mortality  ascribed  to  this  cause  was  unusually  low  and 
confined  to  persons  of  advanced  age.  Emergency  arrangements 
were  made  through  local  voluntary  agencies  for  assisting  stricken 
households  in  the  event  of  epidemic  prevalence. 

Other  Infectious  Diseases. 

Very  few  cases  of  other  infectious  and  contagious  diseases 
were  reported  during  the  year.  Isolation  in  hospital  was  pro¬ 
vided  for  four  cases  of  infective  tonsilitis,  one  of  mumps,  one  of 
acute  gastro-enteritis,  one  of  impetigo  and  three  of  obscure  in¬ 
fectious  conditions.  Most  of  these  cases  were  removed  from  general 
hospitals  and  residential  institutions  where  facilities  for  isolation 
were  inadequate. 

Disinfection. 

There  are  facilities  at  the  Disinfecting  Station  for  the  sterili¬ 
se  tion  of  articles  that  have  been  exposed  to  infection,  and  for 
the  cleansing  of  verminous  persons  and  their  belongings.  Pro¬ 
vision  has  recently  been  made  for  the  treatment  by  formalin  vapour 
of  books  and  other  articles  which  are  unsuitable  for  disinfection  by 
super-heated  steam.  The  work  undertaken  at  the  Disinfecting 
Station  during  the  year  is  summarised  in  a  later  section  of  this 
report. 
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Bacteriological  Work. 

The  bacteriological  examination  of  specimens  for  medical 
practitioners  in  connection  with  infectious  disease  is  carried  out 
by  the  Pathologist  at  the  Hast  Surrey  Hospital.  Specimens  may 
also  be  sent  to  the  Counties  Public  Health  laboratories  in  London. 

The  following  specimens  were  examined  during  the  year  with 
the  results  indicated  — - 


A.  Swabs  examined  for  the  Presence  of  : — 

(a)  Diphtheria  bacillus  : — 

(0  Swabs  from  throat p0sM  v^segativ 
From  suspected  cases  of  diphtheria  1  85 

From  contacts  of  diphtheria  -  4 

(ii)  Swabs  from  nose  : — 

From  suspected  cases  of  diphtheria  —  23 

From  contacts  of  diphtheria  .  .  —  4 


(in)  Swabs  from  vagina  : — 

From  suspected  cases  of  diphtheria  1 

(iv)  Swabs  from  mouth  : — 


From  suspected  case  of  diphtheria  —  1 

(■ b )  Other  Pathogenic  Organisms  : — 

(i)  Swabs  from  throat  .  .  61  89 

(ii)  Swabs  from  nose  .  .  2  2 

(Hi)  Swab  from  vagina  .  .  .  .  —  3 


B.  Sputum  examined  for  the  Presence  of  : — 

The  Tubercle  Bacillus  : — 

(i)  From  suspected  cases  . .  . .  2  18 

C.  Faeces  examined  for  the  Presence  of  : — 

(a)  B.  Dysenteriae  (Sonne)  .  .  2  1 

(b)  B.  Paratyphosus  . .  . .  -  1 

D.  Brood  examined  for 

(a)  Widal  Reaction  . .  . .  .  .  -  1 


Total 

86 

4 

23 

4 

1 

1 

150 

4 

3 


20 

3 

1 

1 


UNCLEANLINESS. 

Pediculosis. 

The  measures  adopted  locally  to  combat  infestation  by  lice 
have  been  fully  described  in  previous  reports  and  were  consistently 
maintained  throughout  the  year.  The  information  from  several 


42 


sources  indicates  that  the  general  standard  of  cleanliness  is  satis¬ 
factory.  Not  a  single  instance  of  verminous  infestation  was 
recorded  in  an  infant  under  school  age,  while  rather  less  than  3.0 
per  cent,  of  school  children  were  found  to  be  suffering  from 
pediculosis.  The  infestation  of  the  latter  was  confined  to  the 
scalp  and,  in  most  instances,  was  of  mild  degree,  only  twenty-two 
cases  being  so  pronounced  as  to  require  exclusion  from  school. 
This  represents  a  very  much  lower  incidence  of  uncleanliness  than 
any  observed  in  the  past  ten  years. 

Very  few  instances  of  uncleanliness  were  detected  amongst 
adults  who  were  inspected  in  the  course  of  following-up  infected 
school  children.  Three  adults,  including  one  temporary  resident, 
were  referred  for  cleansing  at  the  Corporation’s  disinfecting  station. 

Scabies. 

The  prevalence  of  this  disease  is  rapidly  declining.  A  total 
of  141  definite  and  suspected  cases  were  referred  for  treatment 
under  the  arrangements  made  by  the  Public  Health  Department, 
as  compared  with  295  in  1946,  396  in  1945  and  521  in  1944. 

i 

Seventy-nine  cases  and  home  contacts  were  treated  at  the 
Health  Centre,  thirty-four  at  the  Redhill  Public  Baths  and  twenty- 
five  at  the  Redhill  County  Hospital.  Three  cases,  who  were  unable 
to  attend  one  or  other  of  these  centres,  were  dealt  with  in  their 
own  homes  by  the  Health  Visitors. 

Modern  methods  of  treatment  were  applied  in  every  case,  with 
very  satisfactory  results,  and  arrangements  were  made,  where 
appropriate,  for  the  disinfection  of  bedding  and  clothing  of  infected 
persons.  No  instance  of  recurrence  after  cleansing  was  reported. 


SECTION  VII. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  SERVICE. 


The  services  provided  under  the  Council’s  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Scheme  are,  in  most  respects,  similar  to  those  des¬ 
cribed  in  recent  reports.  Noteworthy  developments  during  the 
year  include  the  opening  of  a  Dental  Clinic  at  the  South  Park 
Health  Centre  and  some  further  progress  in  the  negotiations  con- 


43 


nected  with  the  erection  of  an  infant  welfare  clinic  at  Earlswood. 
Serious  consideration  of  similar  extensions  in  the  Merstham  dis¬ 
trict,  for  which  the  need  has  been  clearly  established,  had  to  be 
deferred  in  the  interests  of  housing. 

The  following  is  a  brief  summary  of  the  work  of  the  various 
services  during  the  year  : — 


tabee  VIII. 

Particulars  of  Attendances  at  Ante-Natal  and  Post- 
Natal  Clinics  during  the  Year  1947. 


Health 

South 

Centre. 

Park. 

Total. 

Ante-Natal. 

Number  of  sessions  held 

40 

12 

52 

Number  of  Attendances  : — 

(a)  Primary 

67 

14 

81 

(6)  Subsequent 

179 

37 

216 

Average  attendance  per  session  .  . 

6 

4 

6 

Individual  patients  attending 

85 

17 

102 

Post-Natal. 

Number  of  sessions  held 

12 

— 

12 

Number  of  Attendances  : — 

(a)  Primary 

8 

— 

8 

(b)  Subsequent 

— 

— 

— 

Individual  patients  attending 

8 

8 

Birth  Control. 

Number  of  sessions  held 

12 

— 

12 

Total  attendances 

(a)  Primary 

29 

— 

29 

(b)  Subsequent 

50 

— 

50 

Individual  patients  attending 

51 

— 

51 

Number  of  patients  not  eligible  for 

assistance 

4 

— 

4 

The  numbers  of  patients  seeking  attention  at  the  Ante-natal 
Clinics  are  appreciably  greater  than  in  1946.  In  recent  years, 
however,  there  has  been  a  gradual,  though  definite,  decline  in  the 
numbers  of  patients  availing  themselves  of  this  service.  This  is 
largely  explained  by  the  increasing  demand  for  admission  to  hos¬ 
pitals  and  nursing  homes,  at  which  arrangements  are  made  for 
ante-natal  supervision  and  post-natal  examination.  This  is  a 
laudable  tendency,  as  it  is  obviously  desirable  that  the  pre-natal 
care  of  expectant  women  should,  as  far  as  possible,  be  entrusted 
to  those  who  will  subsequently  conduct  the  confinement. 
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The  declitie  is  possibly  more  marked  in  the  case  of  the  post¬ 
natal  Clinics.  This,  however,  has  never  been  a  really  popular 
service  with  the  majority  of  women,  who  are  rather  inclined  to 
think  that,  with  the  confinement  safely  over,  any  disability  or 
abnormality  that  may  subsequently  develop  can  quite  well  be  dealt 
with  as  occasion  requires.  Here,  again,  there  is  sound  argument 
in  favour  of  the  closest  possible  integration  of  clinic  examination 
and  institutional  treatment,  though  the  Post-natal  Clinics  can 
undoubtedly  serve  a  useful  purpose  in  dealing  with  minor  abnorm¬ 
alities  which  would  otherwise  overburden  the  hospital,  to  the 
detriment  of  more  serious  cases.  Appreciation  of  the  need  for 
post-natal  examination,  even  in  the  absence  of  S3^mptoms,  is  largely 
a  matter  of  education  of  the  women  concerned.  The  Health 
Visitors  are  giving  due  attention  to  this  aspect  of  the  matter. 

Attendances  for  scientific  advice  on  contraception  are  greater 
than  ever  before.  This  service  is  strictly  confined  to  married 
women  whose  health  or  lives  would  be  seriously  endangered  by 
further  pregnancy.  Most  of  these  patients  are  referred  by  Chest 
Physicians  and  by  private  medical  practitioners  on  the  grounds 
that  pregnancy  is  strongly  contra-indicated  for  medical  reasons 
and  would  inevitably  be  terminated  prematurely  in  the  interest  of 
the  patient.  The  primary  consideration  is  the  reduction  of  maternal 
ill-health  and  mortality.  It  may  here  be  repeated  that  it  is  a 
matter  of  regret  that  the  Ministry  of  Health  do  not  favour  the 
extension  of  this  service  to  cases  in  which  eugenic  and  economic 
considerations  render  it  equally  and  urgently  necessary. 

Domiciliary  Supervision. 

Expectant  mothers  were  supervised  in  their  homes  by  the 
Health  Visitors,  who  made  a  total  of  681  visits  to  419  expectant 
mothers,  including  425  visits  to  263  patients  not  in  attendance  at 
the  Council’s  Ante-natal  Clinics.  Most  of  the  latter  came  to  notice 
through  the  co-operation  of  the  medical  staff  of  the  Redhill  County 
Hospital. 

The  total  number  of  expectant  mothers  receiving  domiciliary 
supervision  represents  roughly  50.0  per  cent,  of  those  confined 
during  the  year. 
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Obstetric  Consultant. 

One  case  of  obstetrical  emergency  occurring  in  private  practice 
was  examined  and  successfully  treated  by  the  Borough  Obstetric 
'  Consultant.  This  service  is  less  frequently  required  than  formerly, 
mainly  because  of  reduction  in  the  proportion  of  confinements 
conducted  in  private  dwellings.  It  is  also  noteworthy  that,  on 
the  whole,  expectant  women  seek  advice  earlier  in  pregnancy,  so 
that  minor  abnormalities  which  might,  if  untreated,  cause  com¬ 
plications  at  delivery,  are  discovered  and  corrected. 

Midwifery  and  Nursing  Provision. 

The  Borough  Council  paid  the  agreed  contribution  to  the 
Reigate  and  Redhill  District  Nursing  Association  in  respect  of  67 
midwifery  cases  and  87  maternity  nursing  cases.  The  staff  of  this 
Association  did  not  undertake  the  nursing  of  any  cases  of  infectious 
disease  under  the  arrangement  made  by  the  Council. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  twenty-two  practising  mid¬ 
wives  in  the  area,  of  whom  thirteen  were  on  the  staff  of  public 
institutions  or  nursing  homes.  There  were,  therefore,  nine  midwives, 
including  seven  attached  to  district  nursing  associations,  available 
for  domiciliary  confinements.  In  most  cases  private  midwives 
arranged  for  their  patients  to  be  medically  examined  at  the  Coun¬ 
cil’s  Ante-natal  Clinics. 

Hospital  and  Nursing  Home  Provision. 

The  Borough  Council  contributed  to  the  cost  of  maintenance 
and  treatment  of  one  abnormal  maternity  case  admitted  to  the 
East  Surrey  Hospital,  under  the  Council’s  scheme.  Contributions 
were  also  made  in  respect  of  two  patients  admitted  to  other  maternity 
institutions. 

There  was  no  instance  during  the  year  of  undue  difficulty 
or  delay  in  securing  the  admission  to  hospital  of  abnormal  maternity 
cases  referred  from  the  Ante-natal  Clinics  or  reported  by  private 
medical  practitioners.  The  pressure  on  hospital  and  nursing- 
home  accommodation  for  maternity  patients  is  still  acute,  however, 
and  is  aggravated  by  the  prevailing  shortage  of  nursing  staff. 


46 


There  was  no  substantial  addition  during  the  year  to  the 
maternity  bed  accommodation  available  locally.  Pressure  on 
nursing  home  accommodation  for  the  senile  and  chronic  sick  was  in 
some  measure  relieved  by  the  opening  of  private  homes  for  aged 
persons  not  in  need  of  regular  medical  or  nursing  attention. 

Home  Help  Scheme. 

This  Scheme  provides  for  the  supply  of  temporary  domestic 
assistance  to  maternity  patients  confined  at  home  and  to  cases  of 
general  illness,  old  age  and  infirmity,  who  are  urgently  in  need  of 
domestic  help  and  are  unable  to  obtain  it  from  other  sources. 

Seventy-one  applicants  were  assisted  during  the  year.  These 
included  nineteen  maternity  patients  and  two  cases  of  general 
illness,  who  were  supplied  with  whole- time  help,  and  twenty-five 
cases  in  each  category,  who  had  part-time  help  for  varying  periods. 
No  eligible  applicant  was  refused  the  services  of  a  Home  Help, 
which  were  available  in  most  instances  almost  immediately  they 
were  required.  It  was  occasionally  necessary,  however,  to  limit 
the  period  of  the  Home  Help’s  attendance,  particularly  in  cases 
of  senility  and  infirmity  ;  most  of  these  required  permanent  help, 
which  the  Scheme  is  not  designed  to  provide. 

Although  there  was  no  selection  of  applicants  on  grounds  of 
their  financial  circumstances,  only  eight  were  unable  to  pay  the 
full  cost  of  the  domestic  help  supplied  to  them.  It  must  be  ad¬ 
mitted,  however,  that  the  cost  falls  very  heavily  on  working-class 
families,  more  particularly  in  maternity  cases,  where  other  ex¬ 
ceptional  items  of  expenditure  have  also  to  be  met.  Possible  hard¬ 
ship  in  this  respect  may  be  relieved,  to  some  extent,  by  the  adoption 
of  a  scale  of  standard  charges  which,  it  is  understood,  is  under 
consideration. 

On  the  whole,  the  Scheme  operated  very  satisfactorily,  and 
there  was  not  a  single  complaint  or  adverse  report  with  regard  to 
the  quality  of  the  service  given.  On  the  contrary  the  majority 
of  applicants  voluntarily  expressed  their  unqualified  approval  of 
the  manner  in  which  the  Home  Helps  performed  the  various  duties 
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assigned  to  them.  The  exceptional  service  rendered  by  two  of 
the  Home  Helps  in  particular  is  deserving  of  special  mention. 

Maternal  Mortality. 

One  death  was  attributed  to  pregnancy  and  child-bearing. 
This  was  of  a  patient  who  was  confined  in  hospital,  where  she  died 
•from  severe  haemorrhage  following  delivery. 

This  represents  a  maternal  mortality  rate  which  is  somewhat 
below  the  average  and  very  considerably  lower  than  that  recorded 
in  1946. 

Births. 

Particulars  of  live  births  recorded  in  the  area  during  the  year 


as  follows  : — 

Borough 

residents. 

Non¬ 

residents. 

Total. 

Notified  by  doctors 

300 

104 

404 

Notified  by  midwives  . . 

464 

823 

1287 

Notified  by  Registrar  .  . 

15 

5 

20 

Total  .  . 

779 

932 

1711 

One  thousand,  six  hundred  and  ninety-one  births,  or  98.83 
per  cent,  of  the  total,  were  officially  notified,  the  remainder  being 
reported  to  the  Public  Health  Department  by  the  local  Registrar. 

The  nett  live  births  accredited  to  the  area  by  the  Registrar- 
General  were  795,  of  which  744  were  legitimate  and  51  illegitimate. 

Still-births. 

\ 

Still-births  in  the  area  during  the  year  were  notified  as  follows  : 


Borough 

Non¬ 

residents. 

residents. 

Total. 

Notified  by  doctors 

3 

1 

4 

Notified  by  midwives  .  . 

9 

33 

42 

Notified  by  Registrar  .  . 

1 

— 

1 

Total  .  . 

13 

34 

47 

The  nett  still-births  assigned  to  the  area  by  the  Registrar- 
General  were  15,  of  which  seven  were  of  males  and  eight  of  females. 
This  is  equivalent  to  a  rate  of  18.5  per  1,000  total  births,  which  is 
the  second  lowest  recorded  in  the  Borough. 
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Infant  Mortality. 

Sixteen  infants  (11  males  and  5  females)  died  before  reaching 
the  age  of  one  year.  Only  five  survived  the  first  month,  the 
remainder  dying  within  a  few  hours  or  days  after  birth.  In  twelve 
instances  death  was  attributed  to  prematurity,  congenital  debility 
or  malformation,  in  three  to  accidental  suffocation  and  in  one  to 
acute  respiratory  infection. 

The  death  of  an  infant  from  suffocation  is  a  relatively  un¬ 
common  occurrence,  and  the  mortality  attributed  to  this  cause 
during  the  year  is  exceptionally  high  ;  the  cause  of  death  in  each 
case  was  confirmed  at  post-mortem  examination  and  was  the 
subject  of  a  Coroner’s  Inquest. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  for  the  year  was  20  per  1,000  live 
births,  which  is  by  far  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in  the  Borough, 
and  compares  very  favourably  with  that  for  England  and  Wales 
(41)  and  for  towns  comparable  in  size  with  Reigate  (36).  The 
exceptionally  low  mortality  amongst  live-born  infants  is  of  even 
greater  significance  when  considered  in  conjunction  with  the  sharp 
rise  in  the  birth  rate  and  the  simultaneous  decline  in  the  proportion 
of  still-births.  It  is  also  noteworthy  that,  of  795  infants  born 
during  the  year,  only  four  died  from  causes  which  could  be  regarded 
preventable. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics. 

Facilities  for  the  medical  supervision  of  infants  under  school 
age  are  provided  at  the  Health  Centres  at  Shaw’s  Corner  and  South 
Park,  and  also  in  rented  premises  in  Merstham  and  Earlswood. 

Attention  has  already  been  drawn  to  the  urgent  need  for 
properly  designed  clinic  buildings  in  the  two  latter  localities,  where 
clinic  activities  are  severely  restricted  by  lack  of  essential  amenities 
and  equipment.  The  lengthy  formalities  in  connection  with  the 
provision  of  a  clinic  at  Earlswood  were  practically  completed  by 
the  end  of  the  year,  and  the  building  is  now  in  course  of  erection. 
Owing  to  official  restrictions  it  is  not,  unfortunately,  of  the  dimen¬ 
sions  originally  suggested,  which  were  considered  to  be  minimum 
requirements,  and  it  is  extremely  doubtful  if  the  space  available 
will  prove  to  be  adequate  for  the  efficient  performance  of  the  work 
for  which  it  is  intended. 

Particulars  of  attendances  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  are 
summarised  in  Table  IX  and  do  not  call  for  special  comment.  It 


49 


is  noteworthy,  however,  that  the  number  of  attendances  and  of 
individual  children  in  attendance  are  somewhat  greater  than  usual, 
and  that  the  number  of  infants  under  the  age  of  12  months  who 
were  brought  to  the  Clinics  for  the  first  time  during  the  year  repre¬ 
sents  a  very  satisfactory  proportion  of  the  live  births  accredited  to 
the  area  in  the  same  period. 


TABLE  IX. 

Particulars  of  Attendances  at  Infant  Welfare  Clinics 

during  the  Year  1947. 


Health 

Centre. 

South 

Park. 

Merstham. 

Earlswood. 

1  . 

Total. 

Numb  er  of  Sessions  held 

90 

46 

i 

46 

45 

227 

Average  attendance  per 
Session 

46 

51 

29 

33 

41 

Number  of  children  who 
attended  during  the  year 
and  who,  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  were  : — 

Under  1  year  of  age 

208 

75 

50 

45 

378 

Between  the  ages  of  1  and 

5  years 

355 

232 

» 

123 

116 

826 

Total  .  . 

563 

307 

173 

161 

1204 

Number  of  children  who 
attended  for  the  first  time 
during  the  year  and  who, 
on  the  date  of  their  first 
attendance,  were  : — 

Under  1  year  of  age 

225 

84 

61 

*52 

422 

1 — 2  years 

15 

2 

3 

2 

22 

2—3  „ 

5 

2 

3 

1 

11 

3  4  ,, 

11 

1 

3 

— 

15 

4 — 5  ,, 

4 

2 

■ 

1 

7 

Total  . . 

260 

91 

70 

56 

477 

Total  attendances  by 
children  : — 

Under  1  year 

3268 

1392 

809 

870 

6339 

1 — 5  years 

911 

935 

508 

596 

2950 

Total  . . 

4179 

2327 

1317 

1466 

9289 

i 

— 

— 

50 


Minor  Ailments  Clinics. 


The  treatment  of  minor  defects 

in  young  infants  is  undertaken 

daily  at  the  School  Clinic  at  the  Health  Centre,  and  at  Merstham 
and  South  Park  Schools. 

The  conditions  treated  were  as 

follows  — 

Cases. 

Attendances. 

Minor  eye  defects 

9 

26 

Minor  ear  defects 

3 

7 

Impetigo 

2 

24 

Other  skin  diseases 

1 

5 

Septic  sores 

3 

4 

Minor  injuries 

3 

5 

Miscellaneous 

10 

17 

Total  ..31  88 


Ophthalmic  Clinic. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  cases  treated  at  the  Oph¬ 
thalmic  Clinic  during  the  year  : — 

Number  of  newT  cases  referred  for  examination  . .  . .  8 


Number  for  whom  glasses  prescribed  .  .  .  .  4 

Number  for  whom  glasses  were  obtained  .  .  .  .  4 

Received  other  forms  of  treatment  .  .  . .  3 

Advised  observation  only  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  1 

Number  of  old  cases  re-examined  .  .  . .  .  .  7 

Verification  of  glasses  .  .  . .  . .  6 

Total  attendances  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  17 


Dental  Clinic. 

Dental  treatment  is  provided  for  expectant  mothers,  nursing 
mothers  and  pre-school  children  who  are  in  regular  attendance  at 
the  vario  us  clinics,  and  who  are  specially  referred  to  the  Dental 
Surgeon  by  the  doctor  conducting  the  clinic. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  of  the  Dental  Clinic 
for  the  year  : — 

Number  of  sessions  devoted  to  inspection  and  treatment  41 
,,  ,,  expectant  mothers  treated.  .  . .  12 

„  „  nursing  „  „  .  .  .  .  .  .  25 

,,  ,,  pre-school  children  ,,  .  .  . .  .  .  147 
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Number  of  extractions  : — 

Temporary  teeth 
Permanent  teeth 

„  „  fillings  : — 

Temporary  teeth 
Permanent  teeth 


,,  other  operations  .  . 

,,  general  anaesthetics  for  extraction 
„  local 

,,  patients  supplied  with  dentures 

Dentures  supplied — complete  plates  . . 

— partial  ,, 

Total  attendances  : — 

Mothers 

Children 


)) 

)) 

yy 

y  y 


52 

155 

-  207 

129 

39 

—  168 
. .  289 

.  .  52 

1 
4 

6 

1 

111 

252 

- 363 


The  foregoing  figures  represent  an  all-round  increase  in  the 
work  of  the  Dental  Clinic,  except  in  regard  to  the  number  of  dentures 
supplied.  The  numbers  of  nursing  mothers  and  pre-school  children 
treated,  of  fillings  and  extractions  and  of  administrations  of  general 
anaesthetics  are  all  substantially  higher  than  usual.  This  is  note¬ 
worthy  in  view  of  the  interruption  of  the  work  for  lengthy  periods 
on  at  least  two  occasions  by  the  resignation  of  dental  attendants 
and  the  time  inevitably  lost  in  the  appointment  and  training  of 
their  successors.  The  Dental  Surgeon  particularly  acknowledges  the 
help  he  has  received  from  Dr.  Farquharson,  Assistant  Medical 
Officer,  and  also  the  co-operation  of  parents  in  securing  necessary 
dental  treatment  for  themselves  and  their  children. 


Towards  the  end  of  the  year  a  School  Dental  Clinic  was 
established  at  the  South  Park  Health  Centre,  on  terms  agreed 
with  the  Surrey  County  Council.  These  provided,  inter  alia,  that 
the  available  facilities  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Borough 
Council  for  the  dental  treatment  of  maternity  and  child  welfare 
patients.  This  arrangement,  which  came  into  force  shortly  before 
the  end  of  the  year,  operated  satisfactorily  and  has  proved  to 
be  a  valuable  addition  to  the  services  for  mothers  and  infants  in 
the  South  Park  district. 
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Grthopsedic  Treatment. 

Several  cases  of  minor  crippling  and  postural  deformity  were 
successfully  corrected  at  the  Infant  Welfare  and  Remedial  Exercises 

Clinics. 

The  Borough  Council  agreed  to  grant  financial  help  to  one 
severe  case  of  crippling  recommended  for  admission  to  the  Redhill 
County  Hospital  for  surgical  treatment. 

Child  Life  Protection. 

There  has  been  no  important  alteration  of  the  arrangements 
in  force  locally  for  the  care  and  supervision  of  foster  children. 

No  serious  breach  of  the  regulations  relating  to  foster  children 
was  discovered  during  the  year,  nor  was  legal  action  necessary 
by  the  Welfare  Authority  for  the  removal  of  any  child  from  un¬ 
suitable  premises  or  from  the  care  of  unsatisfactory  foster  parents. 

A  private  residential  nursery  established  as  an  annexe  to  a 
local  nursing  home,  and  approved  for  the  reception  of  a  maximum 
of  25  infants,  ceased  to  function  in  the  early  part  of  the  year. 

Application  was  received  in  September  for  the  registration  of 
a  large  private  dwelling  as  a  residential  nursery  school.  The 
premises  were  approved,  on  inspection,  and  certain  conditions 
were  imposed  with  regard  to  the  maximum  number  and  ages  of 
the  infants  to  be  received,  the  number  and  qualifications  of  the 
nursery  staff  to  be  employed  and  compliance  in  other  respects 
with  the  standards  adopted  by  the  Borough  Council  in  relation  to 
such  establishments.  It  was  later  reported  that  the  requirements 
of  the  Council  had  not  been  fully  met,  more  particularly  with  regard 
to  staffing,  and  the  proprietress  was,  accordingly,  given  formal 
notice  to  observe  strictly  the  conditions  already  indicated  to  her. 

Schools  receiving  boarders  under  the  age  of  nine  years  are 
not  automatically  exempted  from  the  legal  requirements  relating 
to  child  life  protection.  Certificates  of  Exemption  have,  however, 
been  granted  to  certain  boarding  schools  in  the  area  which  are 
conducted  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Borough  Council ;  one  such 
Certificate  was  granted  during  the  year  in  respect  of  a  boarding 
school  which  had  been  regularly  visited  over  a  period  of  twelve 
months. 
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The  review  of  conditions  at  the  various  boarding  schools  in  the 
Borough  in  connection  with  the  application  of  the  revised  standard 
recently  adopted  by  the  Council  has  not  been  completed.  The 
inspections  necessary  for  this  purpose  have  been  postponed  for 
two  reasons  : — Firstly,  because  of  the  practical  impossibility,  in 
present  circumstances,  of  effecting  improvements  which  involve 
structural  alteration  or  the  provision  of  additional  sanitary  accom¬ 
modation,  and,  secondly,  in  view  of  the  impending  transfer  of  super¬ 
visory  duties  to  another  authority  whose  requirements  in  such  cases 
may  be  greatly  at  variance  with  those  already  in  force. 

The  general  standard  of  care  in  individual  foster  homes  and 
residential  nurseries  in  the  Borough  is,  on  the  whole,  satisfactory. 
The  difficulty  of  finding  suitable  persons  who  are  able  and  willing 
to  undertake  the  care  of  foster  children  is  no  less  acute  than 
formerly,  and  has  been  aggravated  by  the  increase  in  the  number 
of  children  who  are  deprived  of  a  normal  home  life  or  who,  for 
other  reasons,  require  the  attention  of  a  foster  mother.  The 
Council’s  scheme  for  guaranteed  payments  to  private  foster  mothers 
has  met  with  little  response. 

The  following  particulars  are  taken  from  the  Register  of  Foster- 
children  : — 

Number  of  foster-children  on  Register  at  the  beginning 

of  the  year  .  .  . .  .  .  25 

,,  added  to  the  Register  during  the  year  . .  72 

,,  removed  from  the  Register  : — 

On  reaching  the  age  of  nine  years  .  .  — 


„  leaving  the  district 

12 

,,  returning  to  parents  . . 

53 

,,  death 

.  .  — 

of  foster-children  on  Register  at  the  end  of  the 

year  . .  . .  . .  .  .  32 

,,  of  approved  foster-mothers  in  the  district  . .  25 

Visits  to  foster-children  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  318 

The  Child  Protection  Visitor  also  exercises  regular  supervision 
over  children  boarded-out  in  the  Borough  by  other  local  author¬ 
ities,  and  made  a  total  of  sixty-seven  visits  for  this  purpose. 
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The  Care  of  Premature  Infants. 

All  necessary  and  practicable  action  has  been  taken  by  the 
Council  to  comply  with  the  recommendations  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health  with  regard  to  the  care  of  premature  infants. 

Sixty- three  live  births  were  notified  as  premature,  of  which 
twenty- two  were  to  women  normally  resident  in  the  Borough. 
Sixty  of  the  infants  were  born  in  hospitals  or  nursing  homes  and 
three  in  private  dwellings  ;  four  of  the  former  died  within  24  hours 
of  birth,  the  remainder  being  alive  and  well  at  the  end  of  the  first 
month. 

The  numbers  of  premature  births  to  Borough  and  non-Borough 
residents,  and  the  mortality  amongst  infants  in  both  groups,  were 
appreciably  lower  than  in  1946.  It  should  be  observed,  however, 
that  prematurity  is  notifiable  only  in  the  case  of  an  infant  whose 
birth  weight  is  5J  pounds  or  less  ;  notification  does  not,  therefore, 
extend  to  all  infants  who  are  prematurely  born. 

Premature  infants  who  were  nursed  at  home  and  those  recently 
discharged  from  hospital  received  special  attention  from  the  Health 
Visitors  and  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinics. 

The  Care  of  Illegitimate  Children. 

The  arrangements  made  by  the  Borough  Council  for  the  care 
of  illegitimate  children  include  the  payment  of  an  annual  grant 
to  the  Reigate  Ruri-Decanal  Association  for  Moral  Welfare  and 
of  one-half  of  the  cost  of  maintenance  of  any  unmarried  mother 
and  her  child  admitted  to  one  of  the  Association’s  hostels  on  the 

9 

recommendation  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  priority  of  ad¬ 
mission  to  the  Council’s  Day  Nursery  of  illegitimate  children  whose 
mothers  are  in  regular  employment  or  are  otherwise  unable  to 
care  fcr  them  and,  in  certain  cases,  financial  aid  to  approved  foster 
mothers  undertaking  the  care  of  illegitimate  children  for  whom 
a  reasonable  standard  of  care  cannot  otherwise  be  provided. 

Two  unmarried  expectant  mothers  were  recommended  for 
admission  to  suitable  hostels,  under  the  arrangements  described 
above,  and  a  weekly  grant  of  ten  shillings  was  made  to  an  approved 
foster  mother  with  whom  an  illegitimate  child  had  been  placed 
on  the  advice  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Adoption  o!  Children  (Regulation)  Act,  1939. 

It  is  a  requirement  of  Section  7  of  the  above-named  Act  that 
private  individuals,  other  than  parents,  guardians  or  prospective 
adopters,  who  participate  in  the  arrangements  for  the  placing  of 
children  for  adoption  shall  give  notice  to  the  Welfare  Authority 
of  the  area  in  which  the  child  is  to  be  placed. 

Notices  were  given  under  this  Section  in  respect  of  two  children 
born  in  a  local  nursing  home.  In  each  case  the  Child  Protection 
Visitor  and  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  reported  that  the  pros¬ 
pective  adopters  were  fit  and  proper  persons  to  have  the  care  of 
young  children  and  that  the  premises  in  which  the  children  were 
to  be  received  were,  in  all  respects,  satisfactory.  The  children, 
after  placing  with  the  prospective  adopters,  were  kept  under 
regular  supervision  by  the  health  visiting  staff.  There  was  no 
instance  of  failure  to  give  notice  in  accordance  with  the  Section. 

The  Child  Protection  Visitor  also  investigated  and  reported 
upon  the  home  circumstances  of  several  persons  with  whom  infants 
were  to  be  placed  by  one  or  other  of  the  registered  Adoption 
Societies.  It  is  regarded  as  a  serious  defect  that  there  is  no  legal 
obligation  on  Adoption  Societies  or  parents  to  notify  the  appropriate 
Welfare  Authority  of  the  placing  of  infants  in  the  care  of  prospective 
adopters.  Information  with  regard  to  such  cases  is  usually 
obtained  in  the  course  of  routine  health  visiting. 


Domiciliary  Visits. 

The  number  of  visits  paid  by  the  Health  Visitors  during  the 


year  are  set  out  in  the  following  summary  : — 
Expectant  mothers  : — 

Primary  Visits 
Subsequent  Visits 

Infants  under  12  months  : — 

Primary  Visits 
Subsequent  Visits 

Children  aged  1 — 5  years 
Total  visits  : 


419 

262 

-  681 


834 

1,793 

-  2,627 

.  .  4,072 


Foster-children  : — 
Total  visits 


56 


318 


Visits  to  cases  of  infectious  disease  : 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Pneumonia 
Diphtheria 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough x 
Measles 

German  Measles 
Mumps 
Chicken  Pox 
Scabies 


in  infants  under 


5  years  of  age 


Visits  to 


Still  births 
Infant  deaths 


21 

3 

45 

82 

1 

1 

24 

11 


10 

10 


188 


Other  visits 


20 

1,493 


Grand  Total 


9,399 


The  total  number  of  visits  is  appreciably  higher  than  in  1946. 
Proportionately  fewer  visits  were  necessary  in  connection  with 
infectious  disease  and  the  Health  Visitors  were  able,  in  consequence, 
to  devote  more  attention  to  routine  visits.  The  numbers  of 
expectant  mothers  visited  and  of  primary  visits  to  infants  under 
the  age  of  one  year  are  very  satisfactory,  when  considered  in  relation 
to  the  number  of  births  accredited  to  the  area. 

Day  Nursery. 

The  Day  Nursery  at  Cromwell  Road,  Redhill,  provides  accom¬ 
modation  for  a  total  of  40  children.  Although  admission  is,  in 
principle,  restricted  to  children  under  the  age  of  three  years  and  to 
those  in  need  of  nursery  care  on  the  grounds  of  urgent  physical 
need,  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  admit  older  children  whose 
special  needs  cannot  adequately  be  met  by  the  nursery  class  in 
that  area  and,  with  certain  reservations,  to  accept  employment 
of  the  mother  as  sufficient  reason  for  admission. 

Attendances  at  the  Day  Nursery  were  well  maintained  and 
were  not  seriously  affected  by  infectious  illness,  having  due  regard 
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to  the  high  degree  of  susceptibility  of  the  children  in  attendance. 
For  the  greater,  part  of  the  year  the  Nursery  was  filled  to  capacity 
and  there  was  often  considerable  delay  in  the  admission  of  eligible 
applicants.  This  emphasizes  the  need  for  extension  of  the  nursery, 
for  which  the  necessary  arrangements  were  almost  completed  by 
the  end  of  the  year.  The  extension  will  provide  an  increase  in 
the  number  of  places  and  will  allow  more  convenient  grouping  of 
children  according  to  age,  in  addition  to  improvement  of  the  cramped 
and  uncomfortable  accommodation  formerly  provided  for  the  staff. 
The  provision  of  a  separate  milk  room  is  also  an  important  feature. 

All  applicants  were  medically  examined  before  admission  or 
re-admission  to  the  Nursery,  the  total  number  of  examinations 
made  for  the  purpose  being  forty-two.  The  physical  standard  of 
the  children  examined  was  reasonably  satisfactory,  and  it  was 
rarely  necessary  to  refuse  or  postpone  admission  for  medical  reasons. 
At  subsequent  medical  inspections  most  of  the  children  were  found 
to  be  greatly  improved  in  health  as  a  direct  result  of  the  excellent 
care  they  had  received. 

The  Day  Nursery  has  been  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 
and  the  Ministry  of  Education  for  the  practical  training  of  candidates 
for  the  new  National  Nursery  Certificate.  Students  in  training 
attend  for  theoretical  instruction  at  courses  organised  by  the 
Croydon  and  Surrey  Education  Departments. 

Creche. 

The  Creche  at  the  South  Park  Health  Centre  was  open  on 
two  afternoons  a  week,  except  during  school  holidays,  and  was 
attended  by  41  children  under  the  age  of  five  years.  The  total 
attendances  for  the  year  were  520,  representing  an  average  attend¬ 
ance  of  roughly  six  per  session. 

The  very  limited  use  made  of  the  Creche  during  the  year  did 
not  justify  the  expense  of  maintaining  it.  It  was  accordingly 
decided  that  it  should  be  closed  on  the  31st  December,  1947,  on 
the  understanding  that  it  might  be  re-opened  in  the  event  of  a 
greatly  increased  demand  for  a  service  of  this  nature. 
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BOROUGH  OF  REIGATE. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

for  the  Year  1947. 


Public  Health  Department, 

Town  Hall,  REIGATE. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee. 
Eadies  and  GenteEmen, 

I  submit  herewith  my  fourteenth  Annual  Report  on  the  work 
of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  which,  during  1947,  was  concentrated 
chiefly  on  the  supervision  of  building  repair  work  under  licence 
and  otherwise,  the  inspection  of  accommodation  occupied  by  appli¬ 
cants  for  Corporation  houses,  meat  and  food  inspection  and  the 
improvement  of  hygienic  conditions  in  catering  establishments  and 
other  food  premises. 

Appreciable  progress  has  been  made  in  the  standard  of  hygiene 
in  the  latter  type  of  premises,  which  has  been  made  possible  by 
(a)  co-operation  with  the  Food  Executive  Officer,  when  dealing  with 
applications  for  licences  ;  (b)  insistence  by  your  officers  on  an 

improved  standard,  when  dealing  with  applications  for  building 
repair  licences  ;  (c)  co-operation  with  the  local  Gas  and  Electricity 
undertakings,  whereby  priority  has  been  given  for  the  supply  and 
installation  of  water-heating  equipment ;  and  (d)  willingness  on 
the  part  of  the  majority  of  persons  holding  positions  of  responsibility 
in  the  food  trades  to  promote  and  maintain  a  reasonable  standard 
of  cleanliness. 
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I  acknowledge  the  willing  and  loyal  assistance  given  to  me 
by  my  colleagues  throughout  the  year,  and  wish  to  express  my 
gratitude  to  Dr.  Bingham,  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  for  the  help 
and  advice  which  is  at  all  times  so  willingly  given. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  JANES, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Infectious  Diseases,  Disinfection  and  Disinfestation. 

During  the  year  72  visits  of  enquiry  were  made  in  connection 
with  infectious  disease.  Thirty-eight  library  books  were  disinfected 
by  formalin  vapour  and  returned  to  the  libraries  from  which  they 
had  been  borrowed. 

The  Table  on  page  61  shows  in  detail  the  work  carried  out 
by  the  Disinfecting  Officer  in  connection  with  disinfection  and  dis¬ 
infestation. 

The  regular  disinfection  of  bedding  used  in  five  Agricultural 
Labour  camps  in  this  part  of  Surrey  was  carried  out  during  the 
summer  and  autumn  at  the  request  of  the  Surrey  War  Agricultural 
Executive  Committee. 

During  the  year  7  houses  were  disinfested  owing  to  the  presence 
of  bed  bugs.  Six  houses,  two  of  which  were  owned  by  the  Corpor¬ 
ation,  were  disinfested  on  account  of  fleas,  and  one  house  infested 
by  cockroaches  was  also  dealt  with. 

Having  regard  to  the  prolonged  spell  of  hot  weather  during  the 
summer  months,  the  amount  of  infestation  by  vermin  was  com¬ 
paratively  small. 
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DETAIL  OF  WORK  CARRIED  OUT  AT  CORPORATION  STEAM  DISINFECTING  STATION,  1947 
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INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 


(a)  Meat. 

The  slaughterhouse  in  West  Road,  Reigate,  controlled  by  the 
Ministry  of  Food,  continued  to  be  used  for  the  routine  weekly 
slaughter  of  calves,  sheep  and  pigs  and  the  emergency  slaughter 
of  other  food  animals.  Inspection  of  the  dressed  carcases  and  organs 
is  made  as  a  matter  of  routine  on  several  evenings  during  the  week 
and  often  during  the  week-end,  but  the  work  is  not  so  arduous,  nor 
does  it  occupy  so  much  time,  as  in  the  previous  few  years. 

The  results  of  inspection  are  given  in  detail  in  Tables  I  and  II. 
It  will  be  seen  that  the  percentage  of  the  comparatively  few  cattle 
slaughtered  found  to  be  affected  with  disease,  other  than  tuber- 
culosis,  reached  the  high  figure  of  approximately  70.  This  is  not 
surprising,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  in  most  cases  the  animals  were 
sent  in  for  slaughter  on  account  of  illness  or  injury. 
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table  I. 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 
Year  ended  31st  December,  1947. 


• 

Cattle, 

excluding 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Bulls 
( included,  in 
Cattle  Col.) 

Number  killed 

28 

91 

1770 

2767 

107 

6 

Number  inspected 

28 

91 

1770 

276  7 

107 

6 

Aee  Diseases  except 
Tubercueosis  : — 
Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned  . 

2 

16 

9 

9 

7 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

18 

44 

11 

327 

65 

_ 

Percentage  of  the  num¬ 
ber  inspected  affected 
with  disease  other 
than  tuberculosis 

71.4% 

65.9% 

1.1% 

12.1% 

67.3% 

. 

i 

Tubercueosis  oney — 
Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned  . 

_ 

10 

6 

1 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

3 

14 

2 

_ 

5 

Percentage  of  the  num¬ 
ber  inspected  affected 
with  tuberculosis 

10.7% 

26.4% 

0.45% 

5.6% 

The  total  weight  of  carcases  and  offals  condemned  was  10 
tons  16  cwts.  3  qtrs.  23  lbs. 

The  number  of  cows  slaughtered  included  three  which  were 
dealt  with  by  the  Divisional  Veterinary  Inspector  of  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture,  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  and  which  were  sent 
to  the  slaughterhouse  with  a  view  to  salvaging  such  parts  of  the 
carcases,  etc.,  as  were  found  on  post-mortem  inspection  to  be  fit 
for  human  consumption. 

Three  calves  found  on  inspection  to  be  affected  with  generalised 
tuberculosis  were  referred  to  the  Divisional  Veterinary  Inspector 
with  a  view  to  tracing  the  source  of  infection. 
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X 


(b)  Other  Foods. 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 
consumption  and  disposed  of  accordingly. 


Dried  Fruit 

1  cwt.  1  qtr.  21  lbs. 

Tinned  Meat 

16  cwts.  2  qtrs. 

Sweets  and  Chocolate 

32  lbs. 

Bacon 

8  cwts.  3  qtrs.  27  lbs. 

Meat  and  Offal 

8  cwts.  1 1  lbs. 

Cereals 

4  cwts.  3  qtrs.  24  lbs. 

Fresh  Fish 

13  cwts.  2  qtrs.  13  lbs. 

Tinned  Milk 

2,465  tins 

Tinned  Beans 

332  tins 

Tinned  Peas 

143  tins 

Tinned  Fruit 

347  tins 

Tinned  Fish 

250  tins 

Tinned  Carrots  . . 

91  Tins 

Tinned  Beetroot  .  . 

327  tins 

Tinned  Gherkins.  . 

287  tins 

Flour 

4  cwts.  1  qtr.  8  lbs. 

Butter,  Margarine,  etc. 

4J  lbs. 

Milk  Powder 

41  lbs. 

Dried  Egg 

13  lbs. 

Eggs 

36  dozen 

Sugar  and  Preserves 

2  cwts.  1  qtr.  2  lbs. 

Meat  Pies 

15 

Tomato  Juice 

20  tins 

Coffee 

24  tins 

Orange  and  Demon  Squash 

12  bottles 

White  Beans 

1  cwt.  20  lbs. 

Cheese 

23 f  lbs. 

Dried  Peas 

1  cwt. 

Biscuits  and  Cake 

24J  lbs. 

Fresh  Fruit 

1  qtr.  27  lbs. 

Pickles 

27  bottles 

Miscellaneous  : — 

Tinned  Food,  etc. 

•  • 

•  • 

402  tins 

Packet  Food,  etc. 

•  • 

•  • 

168  packets 

This  work  involved  303  visits. 
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Most  of  the  condemned  food  was  utilised  for  the  feeding  of 
animals  ;  no  edible  food  was  wasted.  In  this  connection  there 
was  the  closest  co-operation  with  the  Food  Executive  Officer,  the 
Divisional  Food  Salvage  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  and  local 
members  of  the  food  distributive  trades. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 — Sections  13  &  14. 

\ 

The  Register  of  food  premises  now  includes  the  following  : — 
Grocers,  etc.  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  95 

Butchers,  etc.  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  39 

Fruiterers  and  Greengrocers  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  48 

Fishmongers  and  Fish-fryers  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  24 

Confectioners  (including  20  bakehouses)  ..  ..  110 

Restaurants,  Cafes,  etc.  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  122 


The  register  was  revised  during  the  year  and  checked  against 
the  list  of  retail  and  catering  licences  issued  by  the  local  Food 
Control  Committee.  It  now  includes  an  additional  20  premises 
selling  confectionery  and  an  additional  80  premises  which  are  the 
subject  of  catering  licences.  Inspections  of  these  new  additions 
to  the  list  will  be  made  as  soon  as  possible. 


The  co-operation  with  the  Food  Executive  Officer,  which 
exists  in  the  matter  of  new  catering  establishments,  has  continued, 
no  licence  being  issued  until  the  Corporation  is  satisfied  that  the 
applicant  intends  fully  to  comply  with  Section  14  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

The  Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations,  1947, 
came  into  force  on  1st  May,  1947.  The  provisions  of  the  Regu¬ 
lations  and  the  relevant  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1938,  were  made  known  to  all  probable  manufacturers  and  retailers, 
who  were  also  notified  of  the  standard  of  hygiene  which  the  Council 
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adopted  in  April,  1947,  for  ice-cream  premises  (a  copy  of  this 
standard  was  included  in  my  Annual  Report  for  1946 — page  66). 
The  response  of  traders  has  been  very  satisfactory  ;  the  majority 
of  former  manufacturers  have  discontinued  manufacture  on  their 
own  premises,  and  have  preferred  to  purchase  ice-cream  from 
wholesalers  manufacturing  in  registered  premises  elsewhere.  Per¬ 
sons  retailing  from  shop  premises  have  in  every  case  complied 
with  the  conditions  laid  down  in  the  standard  code.  The  person 
most  difficult  to  deal  with  is  the  itinerant  vendor,  who  enters 
the  district  only  on  occasions  when  the  weather  is  suitable,  i.e., 
when  the  demand  for  ice-cream  is  greatest.  Many  of  these  men 
are  only  interested  in  the  financial  profit  which  can  be  made  so 
quickly  and  easily  ;  they  know  little  or  nothing  about  the  tech¬ 
nique  of  manufacture  or  storage  of  the  product  itself  ;  they  are 
generally  ignorant  of  the  elementary  principles  of  cleanliness,  and 
cannot  share  with  the  genuine  food  trader  the  satisfaction  of 
selling  a  nutritive  foodstuff  under  satisfactory  and  clean  conditions. 
Whenever  possible  investigations  are  made  into  the  source  of 
supply  in  these  cases,  and  warnings  given  relating  to  unsatisfactory 
aspects  of  sale  are  usually  sufficient  to  prevent  further  visits  to 
the  Borough.  The  better  type  of  itinerant  vendor  is  willing  to 
respond  to  suggestions  made  for  improving  conditions  of  sale,  and 
emphasis  is  being  laid  on  the  desirability  of  obtaining  and  selling 
ice-cream  wrapped  or  packed  into  cartons  on  registered  premises. 

An  application  for  registration  of  premises  used  also  for  the 
sale  of  fruit  and  vegetables  was  dealt  with  under  sub-section  3 
of  Section  14,  and  subsequently  refused. 

Two  certificates  of  registration  were  issued  in  respect  of 
premises  used  locally  for  the  manufacture  and  storage  of  ice-cream. 
Twenty-seven  certificates  of  registration  were  granted  to  retailers 
in  respect  of  premises  used  for  retail  sale  only.  In  18  of  these 
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cases  the  product  was  supplied  pre-packed  by  manufacturers  in 
other  districts  ;  in  the  other  cases  the  ice-cream  was  supplied  in 
bulk,  5  by  manufacturers  in  the  London  area,  and  4  by  a  local 
manufacturer.  Certificates  of  registration  were  issued  only  after 
the  works  necessary  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  Section 
13  and  the  Council's  standard  code  had  been  carried  out. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

One  new  annual  licence  was  granted  and  renewals  were  issued 

to  7  slaughtermen. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926. 

The  entries  in  the  registers  required  to  be  kept  in  accordance 

with  the  Order  may  be  summarised  as  follows  : — 

Cowkeepers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  18 

Dairymen  and  Retail  Purveyors  with  premises  in  the 

Borough  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Retail  Purveyors,  with  premises  outside  the  Borough  .  .  7 

Retail  Purveyors — bottled  milk  only  sold  in  general  shops  6 
Cowsheds  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  19 

Dairies  (including  8  milkshops)  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  16 

Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk. 

A  detailed  report  on  98  samples  of  milk  taken  in  1947  is  given 
in  the  report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Diseases  of  Animals  Acts— Disinfection. 

Disinfection  of  vehicles  continued  to  be  carried  out  at  the 
Redhill  Market  each  Monday  during  the  year,  when  76  vehicles 
were  dealt  with. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 — Sampling. 

(D.  D.  Moir,  Esq.,  M.Sc.,  F.I.C.,  Public  Analyst). 

Details  of  the  samples  taken  and  submitted  to  the  Public 
Analyst  during  1947  are  given  in  the  following  Table  : — 
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Foodstuffs. 

Sampees  taken. 

First 

Second 

|  Third 

Fourth 

Total 

Genuine 

Adulter 

• 

quarter 

quarter  quarter 

quarter 

ated 

Milk 

Butter . 

Bard 

Margarine  . 

Compound  Cooking  Fat 

5 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 

7 

1 

1 

8 

23 

3 

1 

2 

i 

23 

3 

1 

2 

i 

: 

Sausage  Meat  (Beef  &  Pork) 

2 

1 

1 

Q 

X 

3 

1 

Vegetable  Sausages  .  . 

1 

O 

1 

1 

i 

Funcheon  Meat  (Beef) 

1 

X 

1 

i 

Minced  Beef  Foaf 

1 

Household  Milk 
Evaporated  Milk 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

9 

X 

1 

9 

— 

Sweetened  Skimmed 

L 

Milk  . 

Sweetened  Condensed 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Milk  . .  .  . 

Cheese  .  . 

Breakfast  Sausage 

1 

1 

1 

— . 

— 

— 

1 

1 

l 

1 

1 

l 

l 

l 

o 

1 

1 

i 

— 

Tea 

Demerarra  Sugar 

1 

1 

— 

— 

X 

1 

i 

— 

Dressed  Crab 

Anchovies . 

Pate  de  Foi  .  . 

Table  Jelly 

— 

1 

1 

1 

2 

_ 

X 

1 

1 

1 

9 

— 

Gelatine 

Femonade  Powder 

— 

— 

1 

1 

u 

1 

1 

9 

1 

1 

9 

— 

Femon  Squash 

_ 

2 

Femonade 

Orangeade 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1* 

- 

Femon  Barley 

. 

Baking  Powder  .  . 

_ 

1 

Flavouring  Essence  .  . 

_ 

1 

X 

1 

Gravy  Salt 

_ 

1 

JL 

1 

Sweetened  Cocoa  .  . 

1 

Compound 

_ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

Ground  Ginger.  . 

_ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Ground  Mixed  Spice  .  . 

_ 

Curry  Powder . 

_ 

Coffee  &  Chicory  •  • 

Extract  . 

Non- animal  milk 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Powder 

Coarsecut  barley 

— 

—  • 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

Paste  of  dates 

1 

1 

1 

i 

Flavouring 

_ 

Custard  flavour 

. 

1 

5 

1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

5 

1 

Meat  Pies 

Parsley  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Caraway  Seed 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

1 

8 

1 

1 

7 

Fruit  Malt 

_ 

i 

Vinegar  . 

2 

_ 

3 

3 

i 

Beer 

Whisky 

Gin  . 

1 

' 

5 

3 

1 

6 

3 

1 

6 

3 

1 

Cough  Syrup  .  . 

— 

_ 

1 

1 

1 

Eucalyptus  Oil 

— 

1 

.  _ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Aspirin  Tablets 

— 

1 

1 

1 

Camphorated  Oil 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

23 

14 

18 

45  ( 

100 

98 

2 

*  Sample  not  labelled  in  accordance  with  the  Labelling  of  Food  (No.  2)0rder  1944 
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In  spite  of  the  wide  variety  of  foodstuffs  sampled,  the  Public 
Analyst's  reports  were  unfavourable  only  in  two  cases,  namely 
a  sample  of  vinegar,  which  contained  a  small  percentage  of  salt, 
and  a  sample  of  food  sold  as  “  Non- Animal  Milk  Powder  ”  which 
was,  in  fact,  a  Soya  flour  product,  but  for  which  claims  made  by 
the  retailer  relating  to  its  nutritive  value  were  somewhat  mis¬ 
leading.  After  correspondence  and  interviews  with  the  retailer, 
the  advertising  matter  complained  of  was  withdrawn  and  the 
product  was  then  sold  under  its  correct  designation. 

Factories  Act,  1937. 

The  Table  appended  shows  in  detail  the  various  trades  in  the 
Borough  that  come  within  the  scope  of  the  Act.  During  the  year, 
42  inspections  were  made  ;  in  8  cases  defects  were  discovered, 
5  of  which  were  remedied  in  1947. 
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Business. 

Mechanical 
Power .. 

No 

Mechanical 

Power. 

Agricultural  Implement  Works  .  . 

1 

— 

Art  Leather  Worker 

1 

— 

Automobile  Engineers  .  . 

18 

3 

Bakers 

15 

5 

Book  Binder  . . 

— 

1 

Boot  Makers  and  Repairers 

3 

1 

Brick  Makers,  etc. 

3 

— 

Builders  and  Contractors 

4 

5 

Cabinet  Makers  and  Upholsterers 

1 

6 

Coach  Builders  and  Wheelwrights 

1 

— 

Cycle  Makers  and  Repairers 

1 

2 

Dairyman 

1 

— 

Dressmakers  and  Milliners 

— 

3 

Dry  Cleaners  .  . 

3 

— 

Electrical  Engineers 

2 

— 

Engineers 

10 

3 

Food  Manufacturers 

2 

1 

Fuller’s  Earth  Works 

1 

— 

Gas  Works 

2 

— 

Hearthstone  Works 

1 

.  — 

J  am  and  Essence  Makers 

1 

— 

Knacker’s  Yard 

— 

1 

Dace  Frilling  Works 

1 

— 

Laundries 

3 

2 

Log  Sawing 

3 

— 

Mineral  Water  Manufacturers 

1 

— 

Monumental  Masons 

— 

1 

Oil  Refining 

1 

— 

Photographers  and  Picture  Frame  Makers 

— 

1 

Pianoforte  Repairers 

— 

1 

Plumbers 

1 

4 

Printers 

9 

— 

Public  Works  Contractors 

1 

— 

Scale  Repairer .  . 

1 

— 

Seed  Merchants 

2 

— 

Shoeing  and  General  Smiths 

— 

2 

Shop  Fitters  .  . 

1 

— 

Steel  Wool  Manufacturers 

1 

— 

Tailors 

1 

3 

Timber  Merchants 

2 

— 

Toy  Manufacturers 

1 

— 

Undertakers 

— 

1 

Vulcanising  and  Cycle  Repair 

1 

— 

Watchmakers  .  . 

— 

2 

Wax  Refining  Works 

1 

— 

Totals  . . 

102 

48 
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Complaints. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  complaints  received  during 
the  year. 

Insanitary  condition  of  premises  .  .  . .  .  .  121 

House  drainage  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  60 

Non- removal  of  house  refuse  .  .  .  .  16 

Non-removal  of  trade  refuse  .  .  .  .  10 

Overcrowding  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  2 

Rats  or  mice  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  223 

Smells  emanating  from  sewers  and  street  gullies  . .  4 

Vermin  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  21 

Wasps’  Nests  . .  . .  . .  . .  18 

Unsound  food  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  21 

Cesspools  overflowing  .  .  .  .  .  .  13 

Defective  dustbin  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  13 

Kitchen  waste  street  bins  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 

Miscellaneous  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  98 

Notices  Issued  and  Action  taken. 

The  following  Table  is  a  statement  of  the  notices  dealt  with 
during  the  year  : — 

Preliminary — 

Outstanding  on  1st  January,  1947  . .  . .  160 

Issued  during  year  . .  . .  . .  . .  225 

Complied  with  during  year  .  .  . .  . .  175 

Statutory  action  necessary  . .  . .  20 

Outstanding  on  31st  December,  1947  . .  . .  190 
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Statutory- 

Outstanding  on  1st  January,  1947  .  .  . .  15 

Issued  during  year  . .  . .  .  .  23 

Complied  with  during  year  .  .  . .  20 

Outstanding  on  31st  December,  1947  . .  . .  18 


The  23  Statutory  Notices  served  during  the  year  were 


classified  as  follows  : — 

Housing  Act,  1936 — Section  9  .  .  . .  5 

Housing  Act,  1936 — Section  11  . .  ..  . .  1 

Housing  Act,  1936: — Section  12  . .  . .  1 

Public  Health  Act,  1936 — Section  39  . .  .  .  . .  3 

Public  Health  Act,  1936 — Section  45  .  .  . .  . .  2 

Public  Health  Act,  1936 — Section  75  . .  . .  . .  3 

Public  Health  Act,  1936 — Section  92  . .  . .  . .  8 


In  September,  1947,  the  Council  delegated  to  the  Public  Health 
Committee  its  powers  in  relation  to  the  service  of  notices  and  the 
institution  of  proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
Parts  II,  III  and  IV  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  and  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Nuisances  Abated,  Defects  Remedied,  etc. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  during 

the  year  in  consequence  of  the  service  of  notices  calling  for  the 
abatement  of  nuisances,  or  the  remedying  of  defects  found  during 
housing  inspections.  The  list  also  includes  drainage  works  'super¬ 
vised  following  notice  by  builders  of  intention  to  reconstruct  or 


73 


repair  existing  drains,  but  does  not  include  work  carried  out  volun¬ 
tarily  in  connection  with  the  issue  of  building  repair  licences. 

» 

Drains  examined  and  tested  (primary  inspections  only)  . ,  — 

Drains  relaid  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  15 

New  lengths  drain  laid  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 

Blocked  drains  cleared  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  31 

New  intercepting  or  inspection  chambers  constructed  .  .  13 

New  soil  and  vent  pipes  fixed  .  .  .  *.  .  .  — 

Soil  and  vent  pipes  renewed  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Drain  ventilation  improved  .  .  .  .  . .  4 

New  W.C.'s  installed  . .  .  .  .  .  16 

W.C.  apparatus  renewed  or  repaired  .  .  .  .  39 

W.C.  flushing  cisterns  ditto  .  .  .  .  .  .  17 

Hand-flushed  W.C.’s  provided  with  flushing  apparatus  .  .  — 

Cesspools  provided  or  enlarged  . .  .  .  .  .  — 

,,  abolished  . .  . .  . .  . .  — 

Existing  house  drains  connected  to  public  sewer  .  .  — 

Cesspools  cleansed  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

New  lavatory  basins  installed  .  .  . .  ..11 

Eavatory  basins  renewed  '.  .  . .  .  .  3 

Sinks  renewed  or  repaired  . .  . .  . .  16 

Waste  pipes  trapped  or  repaired  . .  .  .  ..11 

Sink  gully  dishings  repaired  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Pail  closets  abolished  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  — 

Urinals  reconstructed  . .  . .  . .  2 

Urinals  cleansed  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Sanitary  dustbins  provided  . .  . .  . .  . .  30 
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Eeaky  roofs  repaired 
Eaves  gutters  and  stack  pipes  repaired  .  .  26 

Backyards  paved  or  repaired  .  .  .  .  . .  1 

Dampness  remedied  .  .  .  .  . .  37 

Damp-proof  courses  provided  . .  . .  3 

Pointing  or  otherwise  weatherproofing  of  brickwork  (houses)  23 
V entilation  and  light  of  rooms  improved  .  .  .  .  4 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  W.C.  chambers  improved  . .  — 

Water  supply  pipes  repaired  . .  . .  .  .  7 

Sub-floor  ventilation  improved  . .  . .  . .  3 

External  paintwork  of  houses  renewed  . .  . .  1 

Internal  paintwork  of  rooms  renewed  . .  . .  . .  — 

Rooms  cleansed  . .  . .  . .  . .  86 

Ceilings  cleansed  . .  . .  . .  . .  ..17 

W.C.  chambers  cleansed  .  .  .  .  . .  6 

Cellars  cleansed  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed  . .  . .  . .  44 

Plastering  of  walls  and  ceilings  repaired  . .  . .  74 

Window  frames  or  sashcords  repaired  . .  38 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed  . .  . .  . .  ..11 

Fireplaces  renewed  or  repaired  . .  . .  19 

Coppers  renewed  or  repaired  . .  . .  . .  2 

Washing  accommodation  provided  . .  . .  , .  — 

Food-stores  provided  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Overcrowding  suppressed  . .  . .  . .  . .  45 

Manure  receptacles  renewed  or  repaired  . .  . .  1 
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Accumulations  removed  . .  . .  . .  9 

Animals  or  poultry  improperly  kept  .  .  .  .  2 

Other  nuisances  abated  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  41 

Seventy-five  premises  were  visited  on  the  application  of  builders 
for  certificates  to  enable  them  to  obtain  timber  for  floor  and  other 
repairs.  Fifty  certificates,  involving  75  premises,  were  issued  for  trans¬ 
mission  to  the  Ministry  of  Supply  (Timber  Control.)  The  certificates 
stated  that  the  repairs  were  necessary  in  the  interests  of  public 
health,  and  that  the  amount  of  timber  for  which  application  was 
made  was  the  minimum  required  for  the  repairs  specified.  As  the 

defects  to  be  remedied  were,  in  most  cases,  caused  by  dry  rot  the 

» 

work  was,  whenever  possible,  carried  out  under  close  supervision 
so  that  proper  remedial  measures  could  be  put  in  hand  for  removing 
infected  material  and  preventing  the  new  timber  from  becoming 
infected. 

In  connection  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  Scheme  for  the 
repair  of  houses  as  outlined  in  Circular  2871,  dated  11th  October, 
1943,  3  Certificates  of  Esssentiality  were  issued  during  1947 
authorising  repair  work  of  an  estimated  value  of  £640. 

Twenty-seven  applications  for  licences,  each  for  an  amount 
over  £100,  were,  forwarded  to  the  Regional  licensing  Officer  with 
a  recommendation  that  they  be  granted,  to  a  total  value  of  £6,376. 

As  from  5th  February,  1945,  all  licences  for  building  work 
costing  between  £10  and  £100  have  been  issued  on  behalf  of  the 
Ministry  of  Works  either  by  the  Borough  Surveyor  or  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector.  The  latter  has  dealt  with  all  applications 
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involving  repair  and  maintenance  of  dwelling-houses  and  certain 
business  premises  not  affected  by  war  damage.  In  order  to 
facilitate  administration  and  save  time,  the  practice  has  been 
adopted  of  meeting  applicants  or  their  builders  on  the  properties 
concerned  before  formal  application  is  made,  and  agreeing  a  speci¬ 
fication  of  works  of  repair  which  are  considered  essential  and  the 
minimum  necessary  for  the  safeguarding  of  health.  This  arrange¬ 
ment  has  worked  well ;  there  has  been  the  closest  co-operation 
between  the  two  departments  concerned,  and  the  result  has  been 
that  the  limited  amount  of  labour  available  has  been  used  to  the 
best  advantage.  During  1947,  314  licences  were  issued  by  the 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  in  respect  of  297  dwelling-houses  and 
61  food  shops  and  other  business  premises,  involving  works  estimated 
to  cost  £21,440. 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919.  Infestation  Order,  1943. 

The  results  of  the  year’s  work  under  this  heading  are  shown 
in  the  tabulated  statement  given  below.  These  statistics  have 
been  revised  in  order  to  coincide  with  the  information  which  is 


given  quarterly  to  the  Ministry  of  Food,  Infestation  Branch. 

Rats 

Number  of  complaints  received  from  members 

Mice 

of  the  Public  during  1947 

Number  of  complaints  from  members  of  the 

207 

16 

Public  investigated  during  1947 

Number  of  above  premises  found  not  to  be 

216 

17 

infested 

Number  of  premises  found  to  be  infested  as 

54 

2 

i 

a  result  of  independent  investigation 

12 

1 
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Number  of  Infested  Premises  treated  during 

1947  .  173 

Number  of  Infested  Premises  successfully 

cleared  during  1947  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  153 

Number  of  Infested  Premises  which  required 

re-treatment  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6 

Number  of  Infested  Premises  under  treatment 

at  the  end  of  the  year  . .  . .  . .  20 

Number  of  Complaints  awaiting  investigation 

at  the  end  of  the  year  . .  . .  . .  26 

Estimated  Total  Kill  by  Poison  (Ministry 

Formula)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1,147 

Number  of  rats  killed  by  other  means  (dogs, 

traps,  etc.)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  469 


15 

16 


2 


In  addition  to  the  above  work,  maintenance  treatment  of  the 
public  sewers  was  continued  in  June,  1947,  when  203  manholes 
were  baited,  poisoning  being  found  to  be  necessary  only  at  24. 
The  estimated  kill  was  68  rats.  Three  areas,  previously  found  to 
be  seriously  infested,  were  found  to  be  quite  free  from  rats,  namely, 
at  Einkfield  Fane,  Redhill,  Gloucester  Road,  Redhill,  and  at 
Clarendon  Road,  Redhill.  Post-baiting  revealed  that  the  treat¬ 
ment  had  been  entirely  successful. 


Extensive  maintenance  treatments  were  carried  out  at  the 
Council’s  Sewage  and  Refuse  Disposal  Works  in  April  and  Dec¬ 
ember,  1947.  On  the  first  occasion  pre-baiting  and  poisoning  was 
undertaken  at  130  points.  The  estimated  kill  was  207  rats.  In 
December,  128  points  were  baited,  poison  being  laid  at  112  points. 
The  estimated  kill  on  this  occasion  was  220  rats.  Post-baiting 
revealed  small  takes  of  bait  on  each  occasion,  which  were  later 
successfully  dealt  with  by  the  use  of  a  different  poison. 
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Four  meetings  of  the  Surrey  No.  3  Workable  Area  Committee 
were  held  during  the  year,  and  were  well  attended  by  represent¬ 
atives  from  the  Ministry  of  Food,  the  Surrey  County  Council, 
Caterham  and  Warlingham  U.D.C.,  Dorking  U.D.C.,  Godstone 
R.D.C.,  Leatherhead  U.D.C.,  Reigate  Borough  Council  and  the 
Surrey  War  Agricultural  Executive  Committee. 

Public  Mortuary. 

During  the  year  bodies  were  deposited  at  the  Reigate  Mortuary 
for  the  following  purposes  : — 

Post-mortem  examination  . .  . .  36 

Inquest  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  — 

Convenience  . .  . .  . .  2 


Legal  Proceedings. 


Nature  of  Offence. 

Date  of 
Information 

Date  of 
Hearing. 

Result. 

Non-compliance 
with  Notices  under 
Public  Health  Act, 
1936 — Sections  39 
and  45. 

15.8.47 

18.9.47 

Fined  £1  on  each  sum¬ 
mons  and  £6  6s.  Od. 
costs — total  £8  6s.  Od. 
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